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Are you love 
sick?

“Some couples have more suc-
tion going on than a couple of 
vacuums.” See page 8 to read 
more about the loving holiday!

Eat, Sleep, 
Run, Repeat.

Spring sports are here and ready 
to go! Soccer conditioning has 
started to prepare for the upcom-
ing season. See  page 2.

A night in shining 
lights

The annunal  Prom Fashion 
took place on Feb. 17, 2014. For 
more, see page 16.

Photo from the “It’s Just A Road” album, nom-
inated for Best Bluegrass album for the 2014 
Grammy’s. (Photo taken from theboxcars,com)

By:Ian McLean & Daniel Ford

How would you feel being 
taught Spanish by Mack-

lemore or computer science by 
Daft Punk? The student body 
may not be able to say either 
of those things, but they can 
say that they’ve been taught 
chemistry by a Grammy nomi-
nated artist. 
    Along with being a full 
time chemistry teacher, Keith 
Garrett, the occupant of room 
115, doubles as a singer and 
guitarist for the ‘bluegrass 
supergroup’ The Boxcars.
    In addition to being a three-
time consecutive winner of the 
Bluegrass Music Association 
award for Instrumental Group 
of the Year, The Boxcars are 
now a ‘Grammy Nominated’ 
group, a title alone that could 
drastically boost the artists’ 
career.
     “[The nomination] was a 
big shock,” Garrett said with a 

subtle grin, “we really weren’t 
expecting it.”
     Garrett and his band-mates, 
Adam Steffey (mandolin), Ron 
Stewart (banjo/fiddle), John 
Bowman (fiddle/guitar/ban-
jo), and Harold Nixon (bass), 
traveled to the Staples Center 
in Los Angeles for the chance 
to turn the nomination into an 
acceptance speech.  
     A trip to the Grammys isn’t 
the first stage in any artist’s 
career, rather it’s an end goal.  
Every career starts some-
where, and Garrett’s started 
with his father teaching him 
guitar.
     “I really learned how to 
play guitar when I was 13, 
[but] I became interested in 
singing when I was 18-20,” 
said Garrett. 
     His involvement as a per-
former soon grew to include 
songwriting. 

     “[I] started writing songs in 
the early 2000’s after I joined 
Blue Moon Rising,” said 
Garrett. 
     The Boxcars formed in 
2010 and signed with the 
Mountain Home record label  
in August of that year. 
     While the band did not win 
the Grammy, Garrett still feels 
honored by the opportunity to 
go and is optimistic about the 
benefits that the nomination 
could give the band. 
     “We are hoping that this 
could increase our fan base. 
Seeing ‘Grammy Nominat-
ed’ on an album would make 
someone take it more serious-
ly,” said Garrett.
   Garrett finished by saying 
that the band hopes to start 
a new album by the close of 
2014. 

“It’s [not] Just a Road”
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By: Kristen Sims
Technological problems cause state-wide delays

In early Febuary, the Tennes-
see Writing Assessment had 

more delays than flights did 
during the snow storm at the 
beginning of the year.
      A technical mistake with 
the program MIST made tak-
ing the assessment a struggle.
      Students currently taking 
English this semester were 
supposed to take the test Feb-
ruary 4, 2014, but the autosave 
feature of the program crashed, 
forcing proctors to postpone 
their students testing.
      This technical errors had 
both students and teachers  in 
upheaval.  
      Junior Brittany Coffman 
said, “It was very frustrating 
because I had to write three 
pages worth of information 
and I had to keep redoing 
it because of the computer 

crashing.”  
     Other students were very 
irritated as well. 
     Junior Daniel Townsend 
had a similar opinion “I was 
very frustrated by this because 
it made the process of taking 
the test longer than it should 
have.”  
     Some students found the 
test pointless after all the tech-
nical troubles.
     Junior Stephanie Rice said, 
“It was really frustrating and 
annoying. We tried to do it 
twice and both times it didn’t 
work so it seemed pointless.” 
    Other students had similar 
opinions.
     Junior Janella Beeler said, 
“Upstairs in Room 216, the 
computers just didn’t want to 
work. They told us to find an 
open lab,” she said,  “We’ve 

done prep for 
a week, and 
I feel like it’s 
not a good test 
of my commu-
nication skills 
and my ability 
to communi-
cate my ideas 
thoroughly in 
60 minutes.”
    Teachers 
were also 
affected by the 
writing test 
problem.
     English teacher Mrs. Wright 
said, “It affected everyone 
involved. Both teachers with 
those students, guidance coun-
selors, and especially English 
teachers who had to give up 
the extra time in class as well 
as administer the test.”

    This error was a statewide 
error, not just a school error. 
The problem was with the 
website and it also caused sev-
eral errors within the school.  

While waiting for dismissal, students relaxed and used the 
computer after they took the writing assesment. (Photo 
submitted by Ms. Webster.)

Soccer team bounces back through conditioning
By: Bass Neel

In the wake of his new coach-
ing job, Santiago Correa has 

made plans to turn the Boys’ 
Soccer Team around.
     Last season was a medio-
cre season for the team. Most 
of it was attributed to their 
poor readiness for teams like 
Farragut who had been condi-
tioning months before the first 
game. Knowing this, Correa 
decided to start conditioning in 
September, months before the 
February 10th start date set by 
Tennessee Secondary School 
Athletic Association. The 
TSSAA doesn’t allow actual 
coaching until the official start 
date, so Correa had no other 
way to prepare but to condi-

tion.
     In the beginning, the atten-
dance at the practices never 
exceeded 20, but once its rigor 
began receiving popularity, 
the attendance soared close to 
40 people. Among those who 
joined were not just soccer 
players, but players from other 
sports.
     Of those, the majority 
played football and joined to 
get in a better cardiovascular 
condition. JV goalkeeper, Matt 
Scott, in regards to what drew 
him to the program, said, “[It 
was] something new to try 
as opposed to usual football 
conditioning,” and, “playing 
keeper has helped me follow 

the ball.” He also 
mentioned how he 
developed a new 
appreciation for the 
physical demands of 
soccer. “It was way 
more intense,” said 
Will Whitson.
     Correa accredits 
his knowledge and 
the originality of 
his drills to his experience 
through playing on Ecuador’s 
National team saying, “I learn 
everyday watching soccer 
[and] I research and apply my 
knowledge.”
     In spite of the hardships in 
trying to turn around a high 
prestige club, the team is 

looking better than ever. When 
thinking about the demand-
ing nature of a program, it’s 
easy to imagine having a hard 
time maintaining such a high 
number of players, but Correa 
says, “I had a good group of 
kids. I had to motivate them, 
and motivation makes them do 
right.”

The boys working up a sweat while runing laps 
around the field. (Photo taken by Anthonry Funez 
Lopez)
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LookCloser

Shannon Ford 
[Math teacher]

Favorite actor/actress?
-Johnny Depp
What is something on your 
bucket list?
-To go to Australia 
What do you spend your 
freetime doing?
-Hiking in the Smokies.

Madalyn McCoy 
[Freshmen]

Favorite actor/actress?
-Channing Tatum
What is something on your 
bucket list?
-To go to Hawaii
What do you spend your 
freetime doing?
-Helping my my babysit

Welcome to high school!
By: Erin Kopinski

Excitement mixed with 
fear in their eyes, the 

8th graders were taking their 
first steps into the wild world 
of high school on Thursday, 
February 6th. 
     Originating from North 
Middle School, these future 
freshman were pretty excited 
to look around campus. 
Spending most of their time 
in the CTE building, they 
visited every class from choir 
to carpentry and everywhere 
in between. 
     They were greeted with a 
nice surprise in the health sci-
ence lab when Mrs. Miller’s 
class serenaded them with 
a home-made rap song, and 
a cupcake and drink in the 
future culinary arts class. 
     A group of student 
ambassadors was responsi-
ble for showing these new 
faces around campus which 
included Caleb Rittenhouse, 
12, who was lucky enough 
to show his younger brother 
Noah around.
     “It was great to think that 
I got to show him the ropes,” 

said 
Ritten-
house with 
brotherly 
affection. 
     Being 
a true big 
brother 
he also 
enjoyed 
taking 
the others 
under his 
knowledgeable wing.“It 
was great seeing all 
the different programs 
that the school has. I 
really enjoyed getting to 
show new people all the 
cool things about our 
school,” said Ritten-
house. 
     With a guide like 
Rittenhouse, the future 
high schoolers are sure 
to be excited upon en-
tering our littered halls. 

(Photos taken by Rebec-
ca Jones throughout the 
tour.)

School

“As a new edition to the 
paper, each issue the staff 

will randomly select a student 
and a teacher to ask the same 
questions. Everyone has 
something to share, and we 
want to help them share it.” 
-Editor, Chelsea Babin



JB Lyle is an annual choral 
festival that is part of East 

Tennessee Vocal Association 
(ETVA).  
     The festival consists of 
choirs that perform three 
contrasting pieces, two of 
which must be from different 
style periods. They can either 
perform for comments only, or 
be rated. 
     If given a superior rating, 
the choir can be invited to 
perform at the state choral 
festival. 
      “[J.B. Lyle is] a time when 
high school choirs come and 
compete against themselves, 
and get judged on their excel-
lence and musicality. It’s really 
just to see what level their 
choir is,” said Landon Allan 
Paul, the student teacher for 
the choral program.
     Along with performing the 
three pieces, the choirs also 
have to sight-read. 
     Sight-reading is when a 
chorus is given a piece of sheet 

music that they have never 
seen before and sing the notes 
on the page. This is done a 
cappella and with no audible 
help from the choir director. 
The chorus is also given a 
score on sight-reading.
      On February 26, both sing-
ers and concert choir will have 
performed at the festival. 
     Last year, both groups 
made superior ratings but were 
not able to make it to the state 
festival due to scheduling 
conflicts. 
      The students and directors 
hope to be given the chance 
again.
    “I think that JB Lyle will go 
really well this year. We went 
last year and did really good 
but I think we have a special 
group this year with really 
good talent. I think we’ll make 
it to the state festival and have 
a high score. I’m really excited 
about it and can’t wait!” said 
Becca Wiggins, 12.
     “I’m just looking forward 

to seeing what all we do. I 
think we are going to be pretty 
strong, and all of the songs are 
going to have a lot of energy 
entangled in them,” said Jona-
than Boyd, 12.
     In a contrasting feel,  “[I 
am not looking for-
ward to it because] 
I don’t think that 
we’ll qualify for 
state. Last years 
group was more 
dedicated. The 
songs [also] are 
not as good as our 
songs last year,” 
said Taylor Holz-
heuer, 11.
     “Surprisingly I 
feel that we are in 
a really good spot 
musically and tech-
nically. Our choirs 
are sight-reading 
really well, as well 
as making neces-
sary tweaks in our 
songs,” said Hollo-

way, the chorus director.
     In trust and preparation the 
students and directors seem 
to be ready to do the best that 
they can.

School4
Chorus is hitting all the notes

Holloway conducts singers as they rehearse 
for JB Lyle. (Photo taken by Drew Via. Edited 
by Gavin Ramsey.)

By: Drew Via
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Looking better than ever
By: Chelsea Babin

In the spotlight: Winter athletes
By:Jessica Rickman

Sports

Angel Varner

Q: Why do you play 
basketball?
A: I like the sport. I think it’s 
fun and I’ve been playing for a 
long time.

Q:What is your main 
goal with basketball?
A: To make it to the region 
tournament.

Dakota Capooth

Q: Why do you play 
basketball?
A: I play basketball because 
of my height.

Q:What is your main 
goal with basketball?
A: To play on the old man’s 
leauge. 

The boys’ varsity soccer 
team beat Karns 7-0 

during a scrimmage on Febru-
ary 25th. Each player played 
their heart out and in the end, 
it payed off. 
     The team has been 
working real hard for this 
upcoming season and their 
first offical games kicks off on 
March 13th at Bearden. 
(Photos taken by Chelsea Babin and 
Bass Neel.) 



With all the excitement 
surrounding the Super 

Bowl, it also hits close to home 
for many East Tennesseans.  
Super Bowl star and Monroe 
County native was the recipi-
ent of the XLVII Super Bowl 
ring.  
     Kippy Brown has had a 
long and exciting football 
career. According to an article 
on WBIR.com,  Brown started 
his football legacy at a very 
young age.
     He played football at 
Sweetwater High School. 
While he played there, he lead 
his team to two state champi-
onships.  
     According to coachingroots.
com, after high school, he 

attended and graduated from 
MSU.  He later went on to be 
the Memphis Tigers quarter-
back coach  in 1974-1977.  He 
was the running back coach for 
one season in 1978.  
     He moved to Louisville in 
1982 and became the Wide Re-
ceivers Coach. He eventually 
went on to Tennessee and was 
the Wide Receivers coach from 
1983-1989.  
      He then went to New York 
and was the Running Backs 
Coach from 1990-1992.  He 
returned to Tennessee as the 
Assistant Head Coach from 
1993-1994.   He was the Tam-
pa Bay Buccaneers Running 
Backs coach in the year 1995.  
      Eventually, he went to 

coach the Miami 
Dolphins. He was 
the Running Backs 
Coach from 1996-
1997 and then was 
their Offensive 
Coordinator from 
1998-1999.  
      With the new 
year,  it also brang 
about new coaching 
changes.  He was 
the Green Bay Packer’s Run-
ning Backs Coach and then he 
was the Houston Texans Wide 
Receivers Coach from 2002-
2005. 
      He coached the Detroit 
Lions from 2006-2007 and was 
the Wide Receivers Coach, 
he became the Assistant Head 
Coach in 2008. 

       He became the Tennessee 
Volunteers Wide Receivers 
Coach in 2009.  He eventually 
joined the Seahawks in 2010 
and is currently still their Wide 
Receivers Coach.
     Because of all of his 
great accomplishments in his 
coaching career Kippy Brown 
earned the prestigious Super 
Bowl Ring.
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“My name beside an ‘X’ like Malcolm
By: Holly Thompson

Seniors, and good friends, Dakota Vincil and Logan Miller  celebrate 
National Signing Day together as they sign to the football teams of Aus-
tin-Peay and Carson-Newman.
(Photo taken by Holly Thompson.)

Kippy gets the ring
By: Kristen Sims & Casey White

Kippy Brown coaching while at the Super Bowl, later 
receives the Super Bowl ring.
(Photo taken from wbir.com.)

Football never properly 
ends. With the season well 

over, eyes shift now to the 
thousands of prospective play-
ers prepared to be hand-picked 
for the teams of 2014.
     National Signing Day 
marks the beginning, the first 
day they can legally commit 
their futures to a team; howev-
er, it is only the beginning.
     The media and sports fans 
alike kept a finger firmly on 
the pulse of February 5th, Na-
tional Signing Day 2014. 
     Among its decades-long 
tradition are seniors Dako-
ta Vincil and Logan Miller, 
carrying the torch of decades 
of Lenoir City athletes before 
them and signing to the teams 
of Austin Peay University and 
Carson-Newman College, 
respectively. 

     “I had to choose from 
Carson-Newman, Jacksonville 
State, and Austin Peay,” said 
Vincil. “I chose Austin Peay 
because I really like the school 
and the people there.” Opti-
mistically, he added, “I really 

feel like this 2014 recruiting 
class can change the football 
program at Austin Peay.”
      As Vincil did consider Car-
son-Newman in the beginning, 
it’s no surprised that he helped 
the its eyes find teammate 

Miller.
     “It was a slow process,” 
said Miller. “I wouldn’t have 
been recruited without Dako-
ta.”
     He expounded: “He took 
me on a visit with him, and 
that’s when I started to get 
recruited by them.”
     Although their paths now 
diverge as the futures bloom 
before them, their beginnings 
are still firmly rooted in the 
Panthers. 
     It is anticipated that Lenoir 
City High School can expect 
approximately ten college 
football signings this spring, 
all of which are to follow the 
lead of Vincil and Miller inside 
the Hall of Fame.
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(Photo taken from http://s1.ibtimes.com.)

It was all in his eyes
By: Rebecca Jones

The Seattle Seahawks tri-
umphed over the Denver 

Broncos Sunday February 
2, 2014 for the NFL Super 
Bowl XLVIII. This was a big 
win for the Seahawks as the 
noted underdogs in the XLVII 
game.
    However, mighty this win 
was, spectators are question-
ing how these underdogs’ 
defense was so powerful that 
it was able to beat the best 
offense team in the NFL.
   The answer: learning about 
their opponent’s offense. For 
weeks before the game, the
Seahawk’s defensive coordi-
nator, Dan Quinn, and other 
defensive coaches, watched
countless numbers of footage 
of the Bronco’s offense plays.
    Students were not pleased 
with the game, despite the 
Seahawk’s secret weapon of 
discovering Peyton Man-
ning’s, Bronco quarterback, 
weakness.
    “Basically, well, the 
Broncos screwed up at the be-
ginning and Peyton shouldn’t 
have thrown

the ball,” said 
David Bray, 
12.
    Manning 
should not 
have thrown 
the ball, con-
sidering what 
the Seahawks 
discovered of
the notori-
ous Peyton 
Manning. 
By watching 
Manning’s 
eyes, defense can
tell where he was going to 
throw the ball and where they 
themselves should
position in line.
    This was exactly what the 
NFL’s best defense needed 
to crush the best offense, and 
win they did. With a score 
of 48 - 8, the Seahawks took 
home the Super Bowl trophy.
    “The Broncos offense was
terrible while the Seahawks 
defense was good which 
made it a bad game,” said
Coach Harmen.
     Even though most of the 

audience did not enjoy 
the game, the Seahawks 
celebrated their finding 
of the Bronco’s weak 
spot in their quarter-
back.
     According to 
NJ.com, “Seahawks 
players said that even 
though their coaches 
analyzed hundreds of 
hours of Bronco and 
Manning tape, the game 
plan was not much 
different than any of the 
previous 18 games.”

Super Bowl 
Fun Facts

•	 8 million pounds of guacamole is 
consumed on Super Bowl Sunday 

•	 14,500 tons of chips are eaten 
along with that guacamole 

•	 Of the top 10 most watched Ameri-
can television programs of all time, 
nine of them are Super Bowls 

•	 The Super Bowl is measured in 
Roman numerals because a foot-
ball season runs over two calendar 
years 

•	 Over 700,000 footballs are pro-
duced	annually	for	official	NFL	
use and 72 of them are used for the 
Super Bowl 

•	 It is the 2nd most watched sporting 
event in the world. More than 100 
million people worldwide watch 
the Super Bowl every year. In fact, 
Super Bowl XLIV in 2010 unseated 
M*A*S*H’s	series	finale	as	the	
most watched show in television 
history with over 106.5 million  
watchers. 
 
Information gathered from www.
kidzworld.com

Sports



Life8Forbidden love
By: Chelsea Babin

Holiday 
funnies

 (Photo submitted by Rebecca Pierpoint.)

Valentine’s Day: the day 
of love all around the 

world- except Malaysia, Iran, 
Russia, Saudi Arabia, and 
Lake Nona High School in 
Florida. These four countries 
and even a place in the US 
have banned the day of choc-
olate and flower giving.
     Hitting closer to home 
however, in 2013 Orange 
County high schools have 
banned the celebration in 
schools.  Lake Nona and Cy-
press Creek high have taken 
part in this ban because ad-
ministrators believe that they 
need to keep the environment 
focus on education. 
    According to articles.orlan-
dosentinel.com, Lake Nona 
high’s principal, Margaret 
Nampon sent a message 
to parents a couple days 
before Valentine’s stating 
that students would not be 
permitted to carry balloons 

or other gifts such as flowers 
and teddy bears during the 
school day. If students have 
any gifts, they must be left in 
the office until the end of the 
day. Even deliveries will be 
rejected. 
     Many parents were out-
raged, Bonnie Shear stated, 
“We have to bring joy and 
happiness back to our kids.”
     More recently, The Econ-
omist, reported that a school 
in Connecticut has asked 
parents to substitute candy 
and other sweets with health-
ier choices for Valentine’s 
Day. They also would like to 
turn parties into “academic 
activities” to keep “instruc-
tional focus” and “avoid 
distraction.”
     “You want to do away 
with something that shows 
the kids love each other? 
That’s not right,” said Shear.

 (Photo submitted by Rebecca Jones.)  (Photo submitted by Jerrica Palmer.) (Photo submitted by Anthony Funes Lopez.)
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Editorial by: Daniel Ford

In this issue of the paper, I was 
given the vague topic of “Valen-

tine’s Day,” and told to run with it. 
Well, first things first, I don’t run, and 
secondly, as someone whose only 
committed relationship is with his 
bed, I’m not sure that I’m the most 
qualified individual to write about this 
topic. But I’ll give it a shot. 
     Let’s start with a history lesson 
directly from history.com, “One 
legend contends that [Saint] Valentine 
was a priest who served during the 
third century in Rome. When Em-
peror Claudius II decided that single 
men made better soldiers than those 
with wives and families, he outlawed 
marriage for young men. Valentine, 
realizing the injustice of the decree, 
defied Claudius and continued to 
perform marriages for young lovers in 
secret. When Valentine’s actions were 
discovered, Claudius ordered that he 
be put to death.”
     The legend goes on to say that, al-
legedly, Saint Valentine also sent the 
first valentine to his jailer’s daughter 
whom he fell in love with, signing it 
“From your Valentine,” which means 
the tradition of gift giving in relation 
to Valentine’s Day started with a man 
locked in a prison waiting to die; not 
much has changed, eh? 
     Now that we all know who to 
blame for the excessive displays of 
PDA during the month of February, 
let’s move on to some survival tips. 
First, for those of you in relation-
ships, it’s flu season; use that to your 
advantage. Pretend you’re sick on 
Valentine’s Day and can’t give your 
significant other his or her gift, so 
that way you can go to the store the 
day after Valentine’s Day to take 
advantage of all the sales. You can 
buy exactly the same things for half 
the price as you could have before 
Valentine’s Day. It saves money, and 
if you’re in the market for chocolates, 

it will significantly jumpstart you on 
your road to diabetes. 
     For the romantically autonomous, 
take advantage of the above tip. 
Seriously, with half-priced chocolate, 
who needs a relationship? However, 
if for some strange reason chocolate 
covered diabetes doesn’t appeal to 
you, then I have a tip for you as well. 
     (But know that, if you’re one of 
those people who doesn’t like choc-
olate, I’m just going to assume you 
were raised by wolves from here on 
out.) 
     Like I was saying, if Valentine’s 
Day has you down in the dumps, and 
you can’t stand seeing all the hap-
py couples, here’s a way to fix that. 
Seek out the couple that annoys you 
the most. You know who I’m talking 
about— that couple that is always 
latched onto each other in the hallway 
with more suction going on than a 
couple of vacuums. 
     Once you find a suitable pair, send 
the male in the relationship some 
form of gift on Valentine’s Day such 
as chocolates, flowers, a stuffed ani-
mal, a smallpox infected blanket, etc, 
but don’t sign your name; make up 
a female name, and sign it with that. 
If you can, use that smirking iPhone 
emoji on the card to give it that some-
thing extra. Once the intended male 
receives said package, sit back, relax, 
pop some popcorn, and enjoy the 
inevitable lovers’ spat that is about to 
ensue. 
Now, some of you might be think-
ing, “Is that ethical?” Well, I don’t 
think anyone can truly define what 
is ethical, so it doesn’t really matter 
whether it is or not, now does it?
After all, all’s fair in love and war, 
and this just so happens to be both.

Kiss me... 
I’m sarcastic

(Photo submitted by Faith Costner.)

Life
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One does not simply walk into Sochi

3 cheers for Bode
By: Chris Franklin

It began with the living 
conditions. Days before the 

Olympics’ start, journalists 
poured in from around the 
globe, anticipating, as most 
would, finished hotels with 
running water and functioning 
doors.
      “My hotel has no water. 
If restored, the front desk 
says, ‘do not use on your face 
because it contains something 
very dangerous.’ #Sochi2014,” 
tweeted Stacy St. Clair, @
StacyStClair.
      Harry Reekie, @Har-
ryCNN, chimed in, “CNN 
booked 11 rooms in one @
Sochi2014 media hotel five 

months ago. We have been 
here for a day and only one 
room is available. #cnnsochi”
     Wryly, Ryan Stanzel, @
rstanzel, added, “Congrats to 
@Dave_Schwartz only media 
personality who’s arrived in 
Sochi with a hotel that’s ready, 
with door knob that doesn’t 
fall off”
      The American reporters’ 
tell-all tweets make it clear 
what sort of living conditions 
citizens of Sochi are faced 
with in the day-to-day, a com-
pelling story easily told by the 
Russians themselves.
      However, although West-
ern reporters are under no 
legal or political obligations 

(from Russia, at 
least) to report 
anything but 
truth, Russian 
journalists are 
not met with the 
same privilege. 
By Vladimir Pu-
tin’s own admit-
tance, the Olym-
pics are a chance 
for Russia to put itself back on 
the international scoreboard, 
making it all too tempting for 
the country to blight its own 
coverage of their less appeal-
ing stories. It can be as innoc-
uous as their initial refusal to 
broadcast the failed opening 
of the fifth Olympic ring, but 

alleged reports have sprung up 
over English-speaking news 
about an anonymous Russian 
journalist revealing, “You may 
have a storm, a twister, and 
even a 9-Richter-Scale earth-
quake; still, we have to write 
that all skies are clear over 
Sochi.” (Photo from http://blogs.
reuters.com.)

By: Holly Thompson

U.S. skates to victory
Bode Miller, the oldest 

olympian to win a med-
al, was in an interview and 
broke down. Interviewer, 
Christin Cooper,  continued 
to question even though he 
was crying on the railing. 
     This elicited a very 
negative response from fans 
of Bode, and many other 
American viewers of the 
event.
     “This was a little differ-
ent with my brother passing 
away, I really wanted to 
come back here and race the 
way he sends it,” said Mill-
er during an interview.
     However, as will be 
shown, not all is as it may 
seem, and may prove to 
be less terrible than it may 
seem.
     “I have known Chris-
tin a long time, and she’s 
a sweetheart of a person. 
I know she didn’t mean 
to push. I don’t think she 

really anticipated what my 
reaction was going to be, 
and I think by the time she 
realized it, it was too late. 
I don’t blame her at all…” 
said Miller.
     Upon looking at a part 
of the video not shown, 
Cooper, the interviewer 
that was with Miller when 
he broke down, wrapped  
a comforting arm around 
Millers shoulder at the end 
of the interview.
(Photo taken from mbird.com.)

By: Maddie Brookshire

Stepping off the plane in Sochi, 
Russia for the 2014 Winter 

Olympics, Meryl Davis and Char-
lie White had one goal in mind, to 
bring home the gold. They reached 
this goal when they became the 
first athletes from the U.S. to win a 
gold medal in ice dancing. 
     Davis told the Detroit Free 
Press, “This medal is not just for 
us. I think it’s a symbol of things to 
come for U.S. ice dance.” 
      White told the New York 
Times, “I think it’s a really great 
representation of how [Davis and I 
have] become a complete team.”
     While the games were in Sochi,  
students paid close attention here 
at home.
     “I was excited to see [Davis and 
White] win, because they beat the 
Canadians,”  said Casey White, 09.
     Freshman, Katie King said.
     “I knew very little about 
ice dancing before [Davis and 
White’s] big win, but now that they 
won, I’m very prideful of [the U.S. 
and their athelets.]” 
     Teacher, Mrs. Patty Cochran, 

takes great pleasure in watching 
the Olympics as well.
      “[The Olympics are] one time 
that the world comes together in 
peace,” said Cochran.
      Behind every Olympian stands 
a dedicated and supportive coach. 
For Davis and White, that would 
be Marina Zoueva.
     In an interview with the Detroit 
Free Press White said, “[Zoueva] 
made our skating come alive in 
a way we had never experienced 
before.”
     With a score of 195.52 points, 
Davis and White accomplished 
their goal.
     In an interview with ESPN 
White said, “[The gold medal] in 
itself justified 17 years of hard 
work.” (Photo taken from http://cmsimg.
detnews.com
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Pisces (February 19-March 20):
New opportunities, perhaps involving technol-
ogy, might present themselves to you soon.
Aries (March 21-April 19):
Changes in your working environment could 
result in a rise in income, you’ve been work-
ing hard and deserve it!
Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
You’re likely to complete a project you’ve 
been working on very soon
Gemini (May 21-June 20):
Your personal power and self-confidence 
should be stronger than ever. Go for the gold!

Cancer (June 21-July 22):
There may be some changes in your life, for 
the better or worse.
Leo (July 23-August 22):
Expect compliments from a lot of people, 
you’ve done good.
Virgo (August 23-September 22): 
An opportunity to travel could come your way 
in the near future.
Libra (September 23-October 22):
Your instincts are highly attuned and you’ll be 
better than usual in future social situations. 
Scorpio (October 23-November 21):
The opportunity to attend a huge social gath-
erings, such as prom, is coming your way very 
soon.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21):  
You should feel more energetic, enthusiastic, 
and motivated than you have in a long time.
Capricorn (December 22-January 19): 
Higher levels of physical and mental energy 
could have you feeling determined and moti-
vated to get work done.
Aquarius (January 20- February 18): 
Your creative side is exceptionally strong, go 
create a masterpiece.

 (Horoscopes compiled from http://my.horoscope.
com/horoscope/dailyhoroscope/index-dai-
ly-horoscope.aspx)

Horoscopes 
Savannah Barnes
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Totally unplugged
By: Jessica Rickman
The Super Bowl possessed 
both excitement, and more 
importantly, entertainment. 
Other than the game itself, 
the entertainment in the Super 
Bowl consisted of both the 
halftime show, which featured 
Bruno Mars and the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers.
      While many football fans 
tuned in to watch the team 
they love--or love to hate--
others only tuned in for the 
half-time entertainment.
     Mars set the halftime show 
into motion with an upbeat 
drum solo that slowly faded 
into the performance of his hit 
single Locked Out of Heav-
en. The audience roared and 
cheered at both Mars’ talented 
drumming and his choice of 
song. 
     Less than halfway through 
the show the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers stepped in and began 
to perform their hit single 
Give It Away with Mars. Their 
appearance only increased 
the roar and excitement of the 

audience.
      Although both the 
Peppers and Mars were 
actually singing, the Peppers 
faked all of their instrument 
playing. 
     After the show, the 
Peppers admitted that their 
instruments were not even 
plugged in, and that they 
had no intention of hiding 
it. Red Hot Chili Peppers’ 
Anthony Kiedis reported on 
the RHCP official website that 
the band did not originally 
want to mime their playing, 
but in the end they decided 
that performing at the Super 
Bowl was well worth it.                  
     Despite their honesty, 
many students had mixed re-
views on the combined perfor-
mance at the halftime show. 
     Junior, Mikey Chastain 
said, “ I thought the perfor-
mance was bad because the 
Red Hot Chili Peppers faked 
it [playing their instruments].” 
     Other students such as 

senior, Jesse Newman, had 
a bit of a different opinion 
on the subject: “It was pretty 
awesome, but Bruno Mars 
over did it.”
     The Super Bowl seemed 
to be bursting at the seams 
with entertainment that may 
have pleased some more than 
others. Either way, approxi-
mately 111.5 million people 
were “plugged into” the Super 
Bowl entertainment-- well, 
everyone but the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers, of course!

Entertainment

Mars and Peppers rocking out for 
the halftime show. (Photo taken from 
http://l.yimg.com.)

Flap no more

The game  “Flappy Bird”  
by Dong Nguyen was 

made in May of 2013. People 
around the world were down-
loading it onto their devices 
and flapping away. Some 
were immediately hooked 
and beating each other’s high 
scores, while others saw it as 
simplistic and unamusing and 
deleted it. 
     Roy explained that he got it 
because some friends suggest-
ed it and found that it passes 
the time.
     ¨It’s annoying, but I play it 
anyway,¨ said Roy Covington, 
12. 

     The game skyrocketed in 
the Apple Store and the Play 
Store in January 2014 before 
it was removed on February 
9, 2014.
      People around the world 
thought it was a scam at first 
when the creator tweeted that 
he would be removing the 
app in 22 hours because he 
“couldn’t take it anymore.” 
They soon found out that he in 
fact was not bluffing and the 
ones who had deleted it had to 
stop their flapping.
     In an interview with 
Forbes, Nguyen said that 
“‘Flappy Bird’ was designed 
to play in a few minutes when 
you are relaxed,” the creator 

said. “But it happened to 
become an addictive product. I 
think it has become a problem. 
To solve that problem, it’s best 
to take down ‘Flappy Bird.’ 
It’s gone forever.”
     But while these devastated 
flappy bird fans were looking 
for a new kick, the ones who 
never deleted it kept playing. 
     “I downloaded it about a 
week before it was deleted 
and I haven’t stopped playing 
since. I’ve actually had to start 
limiting myself to three trys 
per day,” said Logan Cano, 11.

By: Lilly Hunt
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Living plastic
By: Erin Kopinski
Our goal is to be perfect. Billboards, 
magazines, movies; our society pressures 
us to be perfect, but perfection can never 
be reached, since our ideas of perfection 
alter as time goes on. Perfection is ever 
changing.  
     The importance to be comfortable in 
our own skin and realize there is perfec-
tion in imperfection is near impossible to 
grasp, but we must, so we don’t kill our-
selves in the process like these fun people 
I’m about to tell you about.
     Valeria Lukyanova, an Ukrainian You-
tube sensation, has taken perfection to the 
extreme. Known as the Living Barbie with 
an itsy-bitsy waste and the long blond 
hair, she wears blue contact lenses and 
slathers on makeup to achieve a doll-like 
appearance.
      She claimed in an interview with the 
DailyBeast.com that the only medical 
alteration she has had to her body was 
breast enlargement, while rumors float of 

possible rib removal, 
liposuction, and facial 
reconstruction.

     She doesn’t deny 
unhealthy habits though. 
“I prefer liquid foods. 

But don’t drink water with your food if 
you want to have a slim body. The biggest 
secret is the amounts of food I have—they 
are very small.” (DailyBeast.com)
     I don’t think she realizes that Barbie 
was originally inspired by Bild Lilli, a 
German doll based on a prostitute in a 
post-war German cartoon, reported by 
Time. Instead Lukyanova uses her ap-
pearance to promote her spiritual beliefs, 
which include her being from the planet 
Venus and being an alien.
     Another transformation into plastic 
is Justin Jedlica, whose first operation 
took place when he was 17.Originally 
just wanting to improve his looks, as his 
surgeries progressed; he began to focus on 
looking like [Ken].
     “I think dolls are typically thought 
of as the ideal of what a man or woman 
should be,” said Jedlica, in an interview 

with the Exam-
iner.
     Most likely 
rooted in poor 
body image 
and low self 
esteem, these 
individuals are 
so consumed 
with perfection 
they completely 
altered their 
inner selves 
to match their 
newly plastic bodies. I don’t know about 
you but I’d rather be human and happy, 
then a plastic doll.
     There are others similar to these 
characters I would love to mention but 
unfortunately my articles too long, so 
go ahead and go to google.com and type 
in Real Life People Who Have Become 
Dolls and Herbert Chavez who, born 
Filipino, altered his naturally bronzed skin 
and Asian features to look like Superman. 
It’s pretty crazy.

“Feminist : a person who believes in 
the social, political, and economic 

equality of the sexes.” - Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie
     The surprise December release of her 
self-titled album confirms what we all 
suspected to be true -- Beyoncé is supernat-
ural. A veritable goddess among women, 
Beyoncé Knowles-Carter, after six years 
of marriage and the birth of her first child, 
has matured her sound and subject matter, 
broaching that ocean of - dare I say? - con-
troversy: feminism.
     Whether her message blossomed from a 
stripe of inspiration or the standard media 
pressure to “find a cause” is unclear to me; 
regardless, it’s a gem. It isn’t only about the 
legend of the “Single Ladies (Put a Ring On 
It)” woman, who wiggles into her Dereon 
jeans and treats her defiant, newly-single 
self to the thrill of empowerment. It is about 
a woman’s perception of herself, her percep-
tion of other women, and a man’s perception 
of her.
     A woman, I’m willing to say, can 
be a feminist without self-confidence, 

self-esteem, but she cannot be a 
well-rounded human being - and 
that will always be more signifi-
cant than a political title.
     To back her message on the 
album’s eleventh track, “***Flaw-

less,” Beyoncé utilized excerpts from young, 
Nigerian author Chimamanda Ngozi Adi-
chie’s speech, “We should all be feminists.”
     Sampled from the speech “We should all 
be feminists” is the line, “We raise girls to 
see each other as competitors, not for jobs or 
for accomplishments, which I think can be a 
good thing, but for the attention of men.”
     Isn’t it true? According to Daily Mail 
UK, women ogle each other more than men 
do. Why? Primitive competition. “Does she 
look better? Is she prettier? Is she thinner?” 
Yes, perhaps she is. Perhaps she is a more 
attractive specimen. Can you present more 
talents, more intellect, more kindness, more 
self-worth? When can a young girl see her-
self as a whole subject, more than a body for 
public consumption?
     “We teach girls to shrink themselves, to 
make themselves smaller. We say to girls, 
‘You can have ambition, but not too much... 
otherwise, you will threaten the man.’”
     Do we not “teach girls to shrink them-

selves,” both figuratively and literally? 
While I cannot surely identify at what point 
we do “learn” to shrink ourselves, I can 
certainly attest that we do. I can attest that 
with all my brashness, I’ve been afraid of 
emasculating men, typically because they 
give me the sense that they feel emasculated 
when I don’t present enough insecurities or 
a potent enough desire to please them.
     I am female. I’ve pulled on my stom-
ach, I’ve plucked my eyebrows too narrow 
(many times.) And I have begun to ingrain 
into my young, young self the notion that 
the clever, politically-sound, astute, moral, 
and funny woman is the enchantress, and the 
only validation my beauty requires is that of 
myself. (Perhaps Beyoncé.) I wear makeup 
for myself. I dress for myself.
     “A[n]... acquaintance once asked me if I 
was worried that men would be intimidated 
by me. I was not worried at all… It had not 
occurred to me to be worried because a man 
who will be intimidated 
by me is exactly the kind 
of man I would have no 
interest in.” - Chimaman-
da Ngozi Adichie (Photo 
from http://feministsforchoice.
com.)

***Flawless

“The Human Barbie,” Valeria 
Lukyanova. (Photo taken from 
http://lizkatz.com.)

By: Holly Thompson
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It feels just like “Yesterday”
By: Chelsea Babin

Shirley Temple Black

Born: April 23, 1928
Died: February 10, 2014

Late Monday night on February 10, 2014,  Shirley Temple died in her home near San Francisco. She was arguably the most famous 
child movie star that many generations (including our own) have ever seen. 

     We all remember her as the tap-dancing, lollipop-singing, dimpled-cheeked little girl that moved her way into America’s heart. Al-
though she retired from the showbiz when she was 22, within her childhood career she starred in dozens of movies, songs, and shows. 
After the 1930’s passed Shirley Temple went on to marry and have 3 children.
     Later in life Shirley found her self with the position of the United States Ambassador to Czechoslovakia up until 1992. She was 
appointed by President George H. W. Bush.
    She will with no doubt be both missed and remembered by family and fans of all ages.
Info from: people.com
Wrote by: Jessica Rickman

“The Long and Winding 
Road” has brought us 

to the 50th anniversary since 
the British invaded America 
with music that would forever 
change the history of pop-cul-
ture. 
     On February 9, 1964 the 
British group from Liverpool 
performed on “The Ed Sulli-
van Show” for the first time. 
On the same date, same hour, 
and same network-- only 50 
years later-- the CBS special 
event “The Beatles: The Night 
That Changed America - A 
Grammy Salute” took place. 
Even Ringo Starr and Sir Paul 
McCartney performed for this 

occasion.
    The show consisted of 
big name stars such as John 
Legend, Alicia Keys, Maroon 
5, Katy Perry, John Mayer, and 
a few others. They performed 
some of the Beatles’ timeless 
songs and shared the impact 
that the group had on them 
personally. 
     Because the Beatles aren’t 
all around still, they were rep-
resented by original clips from 
the Sullivan show. 
     From blog.zap2it.com, ex-
ecutive producer, Ken Ehrlich, 
said “This special hopefully 
will continue not only the 
legacy, but the impact this one 

group had on the world.” He 
hopes to recapture the feelings 
that were created on “The Ed 
Sullivan Show” for those who 
have never experienced it and 
for the ones who remember it 
very clearly. Ehrlich wants the 
world to 
feel the 
true im-
pact that 
the group 
had. 
     Cur-
rently, 
Starr 
tours with 
his All-
Star band 

and McCartney is performing 
more than he did originally as 
a Beatle and with the Wings.

Singers traveled to UT to sing the National Anthem at a Lady Vols basketball game. Their performance was 
boradcasted on live TV. According to tweets from the singers, they all enjoyed it and had a great time perform-
ing. (Photos submitted by Sheila Herron.)

The Beatles first performance on “The Ed Sullivan Show” in 
1964. (Photo taken from https://www.beatlesradio.com.)

Life
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Correction box 
(Issue V, February 6, 2014)

1.From “Joining the war 
against evil” the word “be-
cauae” should be “because.”
2.From “LC welcomes Mr. 
Baldwin” the word “centur-
ty” should be “century.”
3.From “Remebering the 
past” the word “a electric-
tion” should be “an electri-
cian” 

It takes two to tango
By: Chelsea Babin

Remember the video Bill 
Nye: the Science Guy 

from elementary and middle 
school science classes? Reach-
ing back into your childhood, 
he was the nerdy guy who 
always wore a bow tie and did 
super cool experiments to teach 
different scientific lessons. 
Each episode was jam packed 
with interesting fun facts, 
funky camera tilts, wacky mu-
sic, and unique special effects 
that kept students entertained, 
while they learned at the same 
time. 
     But where has Nye been? 
Where is he now?
     Nye recently popped up in 
the news and in social media 
news feeds because of his 
debate about evolution vs. 
creationism with creationist, 
Ken Ham. While the debate be-
tween the two remained civil, 

it has sparked something that 
will keep Nye in the spotlight 
for a while longer. 
     According to mediaite.com, 
Nye accepted the challenge to 
debate because the spread of 
creationism “frightens” him.  
Nye said that he did not expect 
to win Ham over, nor was Ham 
going to win him over. 
     “Instead, I want to show 
people that this belief is still 
among us. It finds its way onto 
school boards in the United 
States,” said Nye.
    Ham told mediaite that he 
challenged Nye to the debate 
because he believes that it’s 
healthy for people to hear two 
different stand points, because 
it can change [a person’s] 
whole outlook on life. 
   After the debate, Nye 
recapped his debate on “Real 
Time” with comedian turned 

talk show host Bill 
Maher. According to 
mediaite.com, Nye 
stated that he has great 
respect for the way 
Ham explores science 
in a new way. 
     Despite that respect, Nye 
is worried about the children 
of this generation because 
“America is scientifically illit-
erate.”  Because of that, Nye 
believes no one will create the 
next technological innovation 
and it creates a problem for 
society because society relies 
on innovation to survive. Nye 
doesn’t care that adults and 
Ham believe in creationism, he 
simply is worried about future 
generations.
    Taken from opposingviews.
com, Nye says “we’re not 
going to have the next iPhone, 
we’re not going to have the 

next innovation.”
     When Nye isn’t debating or 
talking about his worries for 
the future of society, he spends 
his time working as a scientist. 
In early 2000’s, he helped de-
velop sundials that were used 
in the Mars Exploration Rover 
missions. In addition to being 
a scientist, Nye has written five 
children’s books about science 
and also appeared on Dancing 
with the Stars in 2013.  
    Hard to believe that the 
corny science guy that kids 
from the ‘90s remember is now 
this very sophisticated guy 
talking about real world prob-
lems--and dancing the tango.  
(Photo taken from http://blog.zap2it.
com.)   

The fashionable and trendy rub-
ber band bracelets are being 

sold to help fund one class’s trip 
to the Special Olympics in New 
Jersey. 
     The kids make the bracelets 
themselves and they are sold for 
$1.00 each. The bracelets come in 
any color or combination of colors 
you can think of! Buy a bracelet 
and help them get to New Jersey! 

(Photo taken by Anthony Funes Lopez.)

Buy a LCHS Yearbook Now!
LAST CHANCE to buy 

a yearbook for $75.
Ends Tuesday, April 3rd.

There will be no more sales until Delievery Day, 
April 25th. Yearbooks will be sold for $80 on 

Delievery Day.
Only cash or check willl be accepted.

Life
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à la belle étoile-under a starred sky
Despite the delays because of 

the snow days, Ms. Shelley 
Pace put together a fantastic prom 
fashion show. It consisted of boys 
and girls from all grade levels.
     Senior, Faith Costner, stepped 
out of her comfort zone for the 
night and partook in the fashion 
show.
     “I didn’t enjoy getting up in 
front of people, I felt awkward and 
kind of just thrown up there,” said 

Costner.
     Since the show was about 
showing off the stores tuxes and 
dresses, each girl walked with a 
guy.
     “I didn’t know the guy I was 
walking with, but at least he was 
nice and made me feel better about 
being up there!” said Costner.
     The show went smoothly and 
everyone had a great time!

“The Panther Press” editor, Chelsea Babin, put down her laptop and donned 
prom fashions for the evening. Babin wore a gown from Cache. Along with 
Babin, co-busniess manager, Rebecca Jones also partook in the event. Jones 
wore a gown from Bella Boutquie. “I was so much fun and I had a great 
time with my friends!” said Jones. (Photos submitted by Chelsea Babin and 
Rebecca Jones.)
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