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Closings, cold snaps, and 
climate change! (Oh my!)

Photo submitted from Olivia Fisher 

Swinging towards 
the future

Senoir Tanner Nelson gets an 
atheletic scholarship to play golf 
for college. See page 4 to read 
more about his signing!

Do you hear the 
cowbells?

Everyone has been patiently 
waiting for this popular fast-food 
restuarnt to make it’s way to LC. 
Read more on page 8.

From seniors to 
soldiers

Four seniors have signed them-
selves over to a greater cause. 
Ava Brown tells all about her 
decison  on page 1.

A school 
closing’s 

worth of snow 
in Lenoir City 
-- in the South, 
we dub that 
“a snowball’s 
chance…” 
     Reaching well 
into memory, the 
city is unlikely to 
remember a time 
so cold -- under-
standable, given 
that January 

7th saw the day 
Knoxville (and, 
by extension, 
its surrounding 
towns) shattered 
records at 2 de-
grees fahrenheit.
     “I looked 
outside to see if 
it had snowed 
yet and when I 
saw that it had, 
I got so excited. 
I was so hap-
py that I made 

Mollie Smith 
and Rachael 
Henson get up at 
3 in the morning 
so we could go 
sledding. It was 
fun acting like a 
little kid playing 
around in the 
snow,” said Oliv-
ia Fisher, 12.
     Fisher was 
not the only 
one to enjoy the 
snow!

     “Olivia [Fish-
er] woke us up 
because she was 
afraid the snow 
would be gone 
by the morning. 
We got dressed 
in like 5 layers 
of clothing and 
went sledding 
down her hill. 
Our inner kid 
was brought out 
and it was so 
much fun!” said 

Henson, 12.
     East Ten-
nessee students 
relished the days 
off from school, 
but the weather 
that caused them 
was weak com-
pared to what 
swept the rest of 
the country.
    See Page 6 
for more infor-
mation about the 
Polar Vortex.

    Snow Day Issue
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By:Drew Via
Joining the war against evil

Seniors Ava Brown and Izzy Montal-
vo in their military unifroms! (Photo 
submitted by Ava Brown)

“[Since I] was younger I 
always have had an interest 
in the military. It has also 
prepared me for life right 
now and I’m on my way 
to becoming a scout sniper 
in the Marine Corps,” said 
Daniel Marcum, 12.

“I decided to join the 
[Navy] so I can experience 
more of the world. It will 
allow me to travel, and it 
carries more benefits than 
other paths in life,” said 
Bonnie Keener, 12.

“I joined the military [for] 
of their medical program. It 
would help me get my foot 
in the door in the medical 
field. I will never look back 
on it, best decision I’ve ever 
made,” said Izzy Montalvo, 
12.

Becoming something more
By:Drew Via

“I decided to join the Air 
Force to get my schooling 
paid for and becauae I don’t 
want a desk job. I want to 
get in on a little bit of the 
action. I want to do parares-
cue,” said Austin Brown, 
12.

Joining the mil-
itary is a very 

brave thing to do 
because of risk 
of dying or being 
severely injured in 
combat or training. 
Because of all of 
the risks one must 
take, there are many 
benefits of joining 
the military such as 
the pay, education 
program, medical 
care, and job train-
ing, yet there are 
some people who 
do not care about 
any of the benefits. 
     Ava Brown en-
listed into the Army 
National Guard 

June 18th, 2013. 
Brown was inspired 
to join the Army 
National Guard be-
cause of her brother.
     “Seeing that 
pride and honor, I 
realized it was time 
to sign myself over 
to something more 
important than just 
myself,” said Brown.
     “[My decision to 
join the military] 
started when I saw 
my brother’s gradu-
ation,” said Brown.
     For Brown, it is 
not about the pay 
or benefits but for 
pride and honor 
for herself and her 

family.
     “I knew in myself 
that I would be will-
ing [to] step in front 
of anything to save 
anyone, and that’s 
what I’m going to 
do,” said Brown.
     It takes a lot of 
work and effort to 
be mentally ready 
and in shape for 
the military. Brown 
also has to pass 
the physical exam, 
which she is prepar-
ing for everyday.
     “I am going 
through a weekly 
training where I 
condition myself.
[I go] running on 

Mondays, 
Wednes-
days, and 
Fridays. [I 
do muscle 
work-
outs on 
Tuesdays 
Thursdays 
Satur-
days],” 
said 
Brown.
     Ava has 
a good 
reason for 
going into the Army 
National Guard, 
and she is putting in 
a lot of hard work to 
prepare for it.
     Brown is not the 

only enlistee. Four 
other seniors, Izzy 
Montalvo , Daniel 
Marcum, Austin 
Brown and Bonnie 
Keener also enlist-
ed.
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LC welcomes Mr. Baldwin
By:Anthony Funes Lopez

Warm welcome to LC! 
(Photo taken from twitter.)

Letter from the editorIn our thoughts
By:Chelsea Babin

Many of you may 
know fellow Pan-

thers, Cory Mayfield and 
Juan Medina. You prob-
ably also know that they 
both are going through a 
rough time.
     Mayfield is homebound 
this new semester because 
his cancer has come back 
for the second time. 
      Juan was in an acci-
dent and details have not 
been released to students 
at this time.
     Information on both 
students regarding their 
health condition cannot be 
fully disclosed, but both 
Cory and Juan are in our 
thoughts.

      “I hope [he] gets better 
soon! [His] absence sure 
does affect us. [He] was 
always the one to enlight-
en our mood when we are 
down. I just want to return 
the favor. I hope every-
thing goes well!” said 
Angel Rojas, 11.
     “I may not know Cory 
personally, but I can tell 
the difference he has made 
in some of the students 
lives. He seems like a very 
strong young man with 
many people behind him. I 
only wish him the absolute 
best!” said Jamie Roc-
casalva, 12

Having to move 
from school to 

school is not only 
hard for students, 
but it is also for 
some teachers.
     One teacher who 
is new this semester 
is Mr. Baldwin. He 
is teaching for Dr. 
Taft until around 
April.
      Baldwin is from 
Maryville and 
graduated from 
both Maryville High 
School and College. 

His favorite color 
is blue, and he likes 
rock music.
      “Also here’s a 
fun fact, Mr. Harris 
and I went to school 
together and have 
been friends since 
[the] last centurty,” 
said Baldwin.
      “My expec-
tations for this 
school [are] that the 
students [will] be 
well behaved and 
intelligent, and thus 
far I have not been 

disappointed,” said 
Baldwin.
      As students, it 
is always nice to 
know the opinion 
of the school from 
the teacher you are 
learning from.
      “This has been 
the best school that 
I have been to so 
far,” said Baldwin.
Students also like 
to learn about what 
they might have in 
common with their 
teachers. Maybe you 

have the same major 
in mind.
     “I majored in 
Social Studies and 
History, but I like 
teaching Gov-
ernment because 
I believe that is 
important to teach 
every student to be 
an active citizen, as 
well as a well in-
formed one. It is not 
as important [as] 
what I get out of this 
class [but] what they 
get out of the class,” 

said Baldwin.  
     You can follow 
Mr. Baldwin on 
Twitter: @bald-
win_mr

“To whomever 
is actually 

reading this: because 
let’s be honest, who 
actually reads the 
paper? Not even half 
the student body, I’ll 
bet, reads this paper.
      But- let me intro-
duce myself before 
I go on: my name is 
Chelsea Babin and 
I am this semester’s 
editor of The New 
Panther Press.
      I’m sure you 
have noticed that the 
look of the paper has 
completely changed 
from previous issues.
     It has changed 
for almost the same 
reason that car man-

ufactures redesign 
the look of their cars 
every so often. Car 
companies change 
up the look of their 
cars so that they stay 
fresh and current. No 
one would continue 
buying cars if they 
constantly looked the 
same year after year.
     Basically, car 
companies redesign 
their products every 
so often so that peo-
ple will buy their new 
cars.
      So why did I 
redesign the paper? 
In hopes that more 
people will buy it.  
      Also, I personally 
feel like the paper 

should represent the 
fact that there is a 
new editor. Change 
can be good; hope-
fully, this change is 
good! 
     I would really like 
to get your feedback 
on the paper, whether 
it is about the design 
or the content. 
     Feel free to let 
any one of the Jour-
nalism staff members 
or me know what you 
have to say!”
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STEM: first challenge of the new year
Photos by:Anthony Funes Lopez 

Tanner Nelson scores a hole in one with college
By:Gavin Ramsey

On Wednesday 
January 16, 2014, 

avid golfer, senior Tanner 
Nelson, signed an athletic 
scholarship to play golf 
at Walter State Commu-
nity College. The college 
has four different cam-
puses, but the main one is 
located in Morristown.
    “I’ve always wanted 
to play golf for a college 
ever since 6th grade,” 
said Nelson.

     The signing took place 
during an emotional 
ceremony held in the LC 
Hall of Fame Wednesday 
morning.
     Nelson’s mother, Con-
nie Nelson, commented 
that, “Tanner worked 
hard and practiced golf 
every day. This is his life- 
golf is his life.”
     Nelson signed the 
documents granting him 
a full ride to Walter State 

Community.
     Administrator Greg 
Boling said, “It’s an 
exciting time for anyone 
in high school, getting 
to further their career. 
I couldn’t have a better 
student than Tanner.”
     Long time friend, 
senior Chris Dubuisson 
said, “I’ve watched him 
play, he impresses me 
every time!” Tanner Nelson offically signing for Walter State! 

(Photo taken by Gavin Ramsey.)

Caption by:Chelsea Babin

On January 15th, 
STEM had 

their first challenge 
of 2014. 
     The challenge 
took place during all 
the lunches and the 
students were put 

into groups of three. 
    The challenge 
forced the students 
to use different math 
skills to solve prob-
lems that dealt with 
range of motion.
     Range of motion 

is how far an indi-
vidual can move a 
specific body part. 
    The groups of 
three put their heads 
together to complete 
the challenge and 
try to come in First!
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The first month and a 

half of the new year 
is all about football, 
whether it’s the Super 
Bowl or the National 
Guard Border Bowl.
      On January 11th, se-
nior Dakota Vincil was 
granted the opportunity 
to play in the Tennes-

see-Kentucky All Star 
Game: National Guard 
Border Bowl. The An-
derson County athletic 
director called Vincil 
and asked him to kick 
for the Tennessee team 
at the University of the 
Cumberlands.
      During the 2013 

football season, Vincil 
practiced his way into 
becoming a division 1-A 
kicker. He hopes to play 
in college.
      When asked about 
the moments that stood 
out most to him during 
the All Star game, 
Vincil said, “[When] I 
got a 100 yard kick-off 
returned on me - that 
wasn’t fun - and I two 
stepped a kickoff into 
the end zone.”
      Vincil was extreme-
ly lucky to be able to 
play.
      “There were a lot of 
good players there,” he 
said.
       Both the Tennessee 
and Kentucky teams 
were made up of players 
from around the respec-
tive states.
      “It felt weird to be 
the smallest one there, 
but I had a great time!” 
said Vincil.
       Vincil was allowed 

to keep his game jersey 
and a game ring. Col-
lege recruiters will be 
looking at the individu-
als who played, so Vin-
ci’s participation gave 
him more opportunities 

to show colleges what 
he’s capable of.
      Unfortunately, 
Kentucky took the win, 
13-37.

LC kicker plays in the TN-KY all star game
By:Chelsea Babin

In the spotlight: Winter athletes
This group of atheltes was choosen 

by their coaches because of their 
hard work and dedication to their 
given sport. Good Job and keep up the 
hard work! Go Panthers! 

1. Lindsey Jones (Girls basketball)

2. Dylan Brewster (Boys Basketball)

3. Madison Gump (Girls swim)

4. Charlie Valentine (Guys Swim)

As a new feature to the paper, we will 
be spotlighting athletes who are nomi-
nated by their coaches. 1 2

3

4

The banquet after the bowl where the winning team 
was awarded the trophy. (Photo taken from the Nation 
Guard’s twitter.)

The National Guard Bowl ring that is based off of 
the Giants Super Bowl ring. (Photo submitted from 
Dakota Vincil) 

By:Gavin Ramsey

The displaying of the trophy for the TN-KY game. 
(Photo taken from the National Guard’s twitter)

Vincil showing everyone at the game what he is 
capable of. (Photo submitted by Dakota Vincil.)
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Polar vortex, bipolar climate
Science’s breaking 

news stories rarely 
come without contro-
versy at their heels. 
     In response to the 
weather’s massive me-
dia attention, notorious-
ly outspoken political 
commentator Rush Lim-
baugh said, “...wackos 
are saying it’s [the Polar 
Vortex] a great example 
of climate change…
the agenda is that we’re 

responsible.” He went 
on to say, “It actually 
sounds like a crappy 
science fiction movie to 
me.”
      The Weather Chan-
nel’s Al Roker took 
to Twitter to debunk 
Limbaugh’s claims.
      “Rush Limbaugh 
claims the Polar Vortex 
is a creation of a left-
wing, liberal media 
conspiracy. It’s Meteo-

rology 101. No political 
agenda,” tweeted Roker, 
followed by a photo of 
the 1959 AMS Glossary 
of Meteorology’s defini-
tion of “polar vortex.”
     NOAA (National 
Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration) 
maintains the polar 
vortex is a direct out-
come of rising global 
temperatures. Because 
the polar vortex origi-

nated in the Arctic, its 
ability to move south 
into North America is 
determined by a weak-

ening in its core, caused 
specifically by warmer 
temperatures. Photo be-
low is of the temperatures 
across the United States.

By:Holly Thompson
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Students Speak: 
Global Warming

But, what is it?
Through January 5th and 

into weeks following, 
the entire East Coast and 
Central United States fell 
prey to the phenomenon of 
the polar vortex.
     But what is a polar 
vortex? 
     The 1959 AMS Glossary 
of Meteorology describes it 
as, “The large-scale cyclonic 
circulations in the middle 
and upper troposphere 
centered generally in the 
Polar Regions.” In every 
day terminology: lots of 
cold, lots of wind, and it’s 
slipping from the Arctic to 
North America.
   Although Tennessee was 

struck well and thoroughly 
by the vortex, it may still be 
hard to visualize the scale of 
the phenomenon. An exten-
sive Wikipedia page titled 
“2014 North American cold 

wave” has been constructed 
in its wake -- and the so-
called cold wave hasn’t even 
passed. The vortex is ex-
pected to continue its wrath 
through the rest of January.

     Global warming is a hot 
topic, particularly when linked 
to something so unusual as a 
winter storm. Compelling argu-
ments exist for both sides, and 
opinions remain to be extreme-
ly divided.

     “Honestly, I have total con-
trol over the climate and I’m 
just punishing the south with 
cold weather” - Levi Barnes, 12

     “I personally do not believe 
global warming to be fact... 
I believe that the change in 
climate is caused by the cy-
cles that the earth undergoes. 
There is more scientific proof 
that supports the idea that earth 
has an ongoing, ever changing 
climate, rather than a climate 
that has changed due to human 
activities...We should limit the 
damage that we inflict to the 
earth. This should be done out 
of respect, not fear... The media 
sponsored global warming 
crisis is being used to invoke 
fear.” - Tristan Partain, 12

     “Climate change is happen-
ing whether people like it or 
not. It slowly happens on its 
own, but we also accelerate it. 
All scientists who are not being 
paid by oil companies and 
are not super religious are in 
agreement that climate change 
is real. Acting like it’s not real 
is just an excuse to continue 
spoiling the environment.” - 
Georgiana Brannon, 12

Photo from space of the polar vortex. (Photo from nasa.gov)

At a glance

Local pup enjoying the snow. 
(Photo submitted by Chandler Hawk.)

The effects of the icy tem-
peratures extended well 

beyond the burst pipes and 
frozen cars of East Tennes-
see.
     Although not as well 
publicized, damages were 
close to that of the standard 
chaos-causing earthquake or 
tornado.
     Minnesota: At 60 degrees 
below zero, the Minnesota 
government ordered state-

wide school closings on 
Monday, January 6th.
     Missouri: Freezing pipes 
in a Kansas City office build-
ing burst, flooding all thirty 
stories.
     Tennessee: Another set of 
burst pipes damaged more 
than fifty apartment build-
ings in Chattanooga.
     New York: On the week-
end of Martin Luther King 
Day, two families in Queens 

are left with no heat or hot 
water and unable to call for 
help.
     Ohio: A 90-year-old 
woman, stranded in the cold, 
was found dead next to her 
car.
     USA: An estimated 5 
billion dollars are to be spent 
on damages from the nation-
wide snowstorm. 
Information from huffington-
post.com

Local backyard after the snow finished falling. (Photo submitted 
by Hannah Hassel.)
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Snake handler slithers free
By:Kristen Sims

In early November, 
Andrew Hamblin, 

a Campbell County 
preacher, was caught 
hoarding illegal 
snakes in the Taber-
nacle Church of God. 
Hamblin claimed he 
uses the snakes as part 
of his worship service. 
On January 9th, 2014, a 
Campbell County judge 
decided not to charge 
Hamblin.
     There were sever-
al species of snakes, 
including copperheads 
and rattlesnakes. 
According to WBIR, 
Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency 

claimed the snakes were 
malnourished, although 
Hamblin denied this.
     The snakes were 
taken to the Knoxville 
Zoo, and his court date 
was set for November 
15th.
     TWRA claimed that 
Hamblin was cooperat-
ing with the investiga-
tion.
     As of January 9, 
2014, a Campbell Coun-
ty judge decided not to 
charge Hamblin, but he 
will not be allowed to 
keep the snakes. In an 
interview with Knox-
ville News Sentinel,  
TWRA said, “the snakes 

are contraband, just like 
illegal drugs.” 
     The snakes are still 
residing at the Knox-
ville Zoo. Officials said 
that several were sick, 
and 32  died from com-
binations of things.
     Several students 
have been fascinated 
by this subject.  Junior 
Courtney Brindle said, 
“I would attend the 
services. I am fascinat-
ed by the aspect of the 
snakes. I think the jury 
made the right decision 
by not charging him.”  
     Sophomore Keagan 
White said, “I would 
attend because I like 

snakes.” 
     Other students had 
differing opinions.  Se-
nior Chelsey Redmond 
said “I wouldn’t attend 
because of snakes as 
serpents and also as 

evil.”  
     Senior Isaac Webb 
had a similar response, 
“I wouldn’t attend 
because a church full 
of snakes is out of my 
comfort zone.”

It’s moovin’ time
By: Kristen Sims

Do you like creamy shakes, 
tasty chicken, and deli-

cious waffle fries? Then you’ll 
be overjoyed to know that Le-
noir City is finally getting the 
much-anticipated Chick-Fil-A!
      The new restaurant is 
expected to open in May right 
next to Captain D’s off of 321. 
      Lots of students have been 
anxiously awaiting the arrival 
of the popular restaurant.  Ju-
nior Haley Stephens said:
       “I am absolutely ecstatic 
about the new Chick-Fil-A, I 
have gone there about 4 times 
and their chicken is great! I 
love their spicy chicken salad 
and sweet tea!” 
      Junior Mattie Humphreys 
said: “I plan to go everyday for 
breakfast when it opens. I love 
their lemonade, chicken nug-
gets, and Chick-Fil-A sauce.”
      Senior Jesse Newman said:

      “I like Chick-Fil-A’s chick-
en and I like their cow signs. I 
think they should make one of 
those signs in Lenoir City.”
      According to an article in 
the News Herald, Mike Morris, 
a broker for Atlanta based 
Morris Investors Inc. said: 
“Searching for a location in 
the community had been going 
on for several years,” he said 

Chick-Fil-A wanted to be near 
Interstate 75 and accessible to 
the community.” 
      In an interview with Beth 
Collins, the head of construc-
tion, she explained why she is 
so eagerly awaiting the restau-
rant’s arrival.
      “I [am] excited because 
I [think] this is what people 
are asking for. Chick-Fil-A 

has a good profit, they always 
have nice clean stores, and 
will bring new jobs into the 
city, not only will this benefit 
Chick-Fil-A, it will benefit 
other businesses in Lenoir City 
as well.”
      The up and coming restau-
rant is sure to create a lot of 
positive buzz and business.

Pastor Andrew Hamblin preaches while handling a 
venomous snake.
(Picture from: https://www.knoxnews.com/news)

The famous Chick-fli-A cows, how can you not listen and eat 
more “chikin?” (Photo taken from: http://thestamp.umd.edu)

Coming soon! (Picutre taken 
from: http://gfrye13.files.wordpress.
com)
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Teen Mom series reduce teen pregnancy 
By:Chelsa Babin

Recently, studies have 
shown that MTV’s 

popular shows 16 and 
Pregnant and its spinoff 
Teen Mom have been 
linked to the reduction 
of pregnancies among 
teens.  Researchers 
believe that the focus of 
the hardships that the 
mothers face is linked 
to the 6% pregnancy 
decline between 2009 
and 2010.
       According to CBS 
News, from 1991 to 
2010 the rate dropped 
44%. For females be-
tween the ages of 15 and 
19 the rate of pregnan-
cies dropped to 34.3 
births per 1,000 women.  
That’s an all time low 
record for the number of 
births in the U.S. for this 
age group.
       To come to the con-
clusion that these shows 
contributed to the rate 
dropping, researchers 
took to social media to 
gather information and 
statistics.
       The hit shows on 
MTV had a rather large 

viewing base and 
teens who watched were 
extremely into them.  In 
places where the shows 
had large numbers of 
viewers, searches about 
birth control and abor-
tion grew.
       “Our use of data 
from Google Trends and 
Twitter enable us to pro-
vide some gauge of what 
viewers are thinking 
about when they watch 
the show. We conclude 
that exposure to 16 and 
Pregnant and Teen Mom 
was high and that it had 
an influence on teens’ 
thinking regarding birth 
control and abortion,” 
Journalist Mark Levine 
explained in a press re-
lease, from CBS News.
      Although, it is not 
confirmed that abortion 
rates have gone down 
because of the show, 
the rates of abortion 
have gone down since 
the airing of the 16 and 
Pregnant and Teen Mom.
      “Simply put, the 
media can be, and often 
is, a force for good,” 

Photo of the season one of Teen Mom. (Photo taken from http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_
YXjcxGYK_08/TRKhOKnA_JI/AAAAAAAACcg/cHVRkP2UVYw/s1600/group_reunion.jpg)

said by Sarah Brown, CEO of The 
National Campaign to Prevent Teen 
and Unplanned Pregnancy in a press 
release from CBS News.
      However, teen pregnancy in the 
U.S. still stands at a highly con-
cerned rate. Although, it seems that 

the shows are educating teens all 
over the country.
     According to the studies, it looks 
to be that teens watching what the 
moms go through in the shows, is 
enough to make them think twice.
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iTunes top 10

(as of 1/27/2014)

1. Dark Horse-(feat. 
Juicy J) Katy Perry 
 
 

2. Happy-Pharrell 
WIlliams 
 
 

3. All of Me- John 
Legend 
 
 

4. Mmm Yeah- (feat. 
Pitbull) Austin 
Mahone 
 
 

5. Royals- Lorde 
 
 

6. Pompeli- Bastile 
 
 

7. Get Lucky- Daft Punk 
 
 

8. Invisible- Hunter 
Hayes 
 
 

9. Timber- (feat. Ke$ha) 
Pitbull 
 
 

10. Brave- Sara Barielles 
 
 
 
 
 
(Photos taken from 
itunes)

By:Jessica Rickman

Review: The Fault in Our Stars
There is cancer. There is cry-

ing. There are inexplicable 
trips to the Netherlands (com-
plete with kissing in the Anne 
Frank house, no less.)
     John Green’s fourth solo 
novel is the proverbial romantic 
tour-de-force, a chronicle of the 
blooming relationship between 
terminally ill sixteen-year-old 
Hazel and the equally ill Augus-
tus Waters. 
     The Fault in Our Stars -- or, 
as I like to fondly call it, The 
Saga of Sick People -- evokes 
the weepy reactions that make it 

unsurprising to find that Green 
wrote it under the inspiration of a 
dear friend’s fight with cancer.
     Rest assured that, although 
the characters and plot are 
slathered in John Green’s typical 
amount of sugary, unbelievable 
intellectuality and attractiveness, 
readers will warm to Hazel and 
Augustus in the way that makes 
it a memorable, powerful read -- 
particularly for its genre.
      Grab your tissues, suspend 
your disbelief, and enjoy.
(Photo from goodreads.com)

Bruno Mars at 2011 grammy 
award ceremony. (Picture 
from brunomars.com)

Mars set to rock XLVIII stage

By:Holly Thompson

For the 2014 Super 
Bowl on Febru-

ary 2nd, Bruno Mars 
is expected to be the 
headlining performer 
along with the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers as special 
guests.
      Neither Mars nor 

the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers have released 
any information on 
the song that will be 
performed.    
      According to 
billboard.com, the top 
5 songs that fans want 
to hear Mars perform 
at the halftime show 
are:
      “Grenade,” “Just 
The Way You Are,” 
“Gorilla,” “Treasure”, 
and “Locked Out of 
Heaven.” Making 
“Locked Out of 
Heaven” the most 
anticipated song at 

the Super Bowl.
     Bruno Mars’s career 
is taking off even higher 
with this chance to 
perform on the most 
watched musical event 
of the year, which had 
more than 110.5 million 

people tune in for the 
2013 Super Bowl.
       It was first an-
nounced that he would 
be the headlining 
performer at the Super 
Bowl on a live broad-
cast from Fox’s NFL on 
September 8th.
      The announcement, 
made by Mars himself, 
of the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers joining was 
made January 11th 
during another live Fox 
broadcast.
     There are many 
people who are very 
excited for this perfor-
mance and look forward 
to seeing Mars and the 
Red Hot Chili Peppers, 
but there are just as 
many who are not excit-
ed or looking forward to 
the show.
      When asked about 

Bruno Mars perform-
ing at the Super Bowl, 
senior Danielle No-
wicky was straight to 
the point.
     “He doesn’t have 
any good songs out 
right now, so it’s not 
fresh or new,” she 
explained, “It’s not very 
exciting.”
      Junior, Keirsten 
Mincey seemed to feel 
the same way when she 
stated,
      “If I was there I 
would probably be 
excited about it, but 
I’m not [there] so I 
[couldn’t] care less.” 
      Whether you’re a 
football fan or not, the 
2014 Super Bowl half-
time show is definitely 
worth tuning into.
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I volunteer as tribute
By:Rebecca Jones

The Hunger Games 
trilogy, written 

by Suzanna Collins, 
speaks about standing 
up for what is right, the 
positives of living in a 
community, bond of a 
family (blood or lack 
of), and how one person 
can literally change the 
outlooks of the entire 
world.
     The third book to 
Collins’s beautiful 
trilogy, Mockingjay, 
concludes who wins, the 
rebels or the Capitol, 
in the civil war that has 
plagued the country of 
Panem.
    Part one of Mock-
ingjay will burst into 
theaters on November 
21, 2014.
    I, for one, am cer-

tainly anticipating its 
release date.
    I am most keen about 
seeing the emotions the 
actors enforce for the 
dramatic events that 
occur throughout the 
book, including the love 
triangle between Kat-
niss, Gale, and Peeta.
    But to get back to the 
movie... It is split into 
two parts, like many 
book-based movies. To 
be honest, I think film-
makers do this for more 
money.
    Since Mockingjay is 
so action-packed and 
full of information, it 
cannot really be jammed 
into a two and a half 
hour movie.
     I am most looking 
forward to how they 

wield the 
characters 
into what 
they truly 
are.
    For 
those 
who have 
read the 
books, in 
Mocking-
jay, Gale, 
Peeta, and 
Katniss 
become 
their true 
selves.
    I think 
most fans would agree 
with me that Francis 
Lawrence, director of 
the first two films, has 
done a rather remark-
able job displaying their 
subtle love triangle and 

the possibility of over-
throwing the Capitol.
    Usually book-based 
movies are butchered, 
but Lawrence did a 
great job in my opinion.
    If The Hunger Games 
and Catching Fire were 

amazing, then Mock-
ingjay better be epic! 
I certainly am looking 
forward to seeing it 
and hope other fans are 
ready for the conclusion 
to Katniss Everdeen’s 
girl on fire story.

Teen Mom: The reality
By:Jessica Rickman

In early December 
2009, the hit MTV 

series Teen Mom was 
first broadcast, and to no 
one’s surprise brought 
forth both disgusted and 
heartfelt reviews.
     Many of us found 
ourselves becoming 
more and more inter-
ested in these young 
mothers’ lives, but as 
a teen mother myself, 
I can only wonder if it 
is shows like these that 
make people stereotype 
many other teenage 
mothers.
     I do believe the show 

holds many truths about 
teen parenting, such as 
some of the hardships 
and glories, but are 
those factors not in ev-
ery parent’s journey?
    The show does have 
many moments where I 
am reminded of my own 
journey into young par-
enthood, but then again, 
it has many moments 
that both upset and em-
barrass me. If I myself 
were to watch some of 
the episodes with no 
personal experience, I 
feel I would see teen 
parents as irresponsible, 

moody, rebellious kids 
who do not care for 
their children as much 
as an older adult would.
      Although, everyone 
makes mistakes, it is 
these few mistakes on 
a hit reality series that 
causes a majority of 
people to believe that 
we teen parents hold 
those qualities.
      The 3rd season of 
Teen Mom will pre-
miere this August. I 
find myself hoping 
these new mothers on 
the show can break 
the stereotypes, and 

show people the reality 
behind it all.
      The reality that 
we are normal, loving 

mothers who are per-
haps no different from 
your own.

Teen Mom logo from the MTV show. (Picture 
from http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/0d/Teen-
Momcard.jpg)

The stars of the main characters: Gale, Katniss, and Peeta. (Photo 
taken from: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/0d/TeenMomcard.jpg)



The shackles of school 
have bound us for too 

long and the time is near 
when we are able to run 
freely out of this prison, 
this school, and live our 
lives as we choose. We no 
longer have the bonds of 
forced education around 
our ankles but are able to 
freely choose what to edu-
cate ourselves on, whether 
it is biochemical engineer-
ing or bus driving.
     The limits are endless 
and we are leading the 
way.
     As we sit here in the 
stone cold seats, as our 
butts flatten and our backs 
grow weary, we begin 
dreaming of what the 
future holds and the next 
BIG step.
     With each day crawling 
by as the clock ticks and 
the seconds fall away, we 
are one step closer to fresh 
air and one step away 
from muggy classrooms 
and communal bathrooms, 
where the drain monsters 
lurk and the gas makes 
your brain fuzzy.
     We walk these halls 
day by day, as time goes 
slower, looking for the 
weak points in the walls 
and seeing if the latch 
will actually open on the 
windows. Not to jump 
out of, but to feel the sun 
shining on our skin. The 
fluorescent lighting holds 
no warmth and compli-
ments no skin.
     We want real food, not 
mystery meat Monday or 
tasteless chicken Tuesday, 
served on plastic trays. 
The ability to cut our 
chicken with actual silver-

ware, not a plastic spoon, 
is all we truly want. 
     The days of our pris-
on-time are ending and we 
can feel it in the air. We’ve 
served our time. We are 
almost done. The only 
way to defeat this prison 
yard is to keep our heads 
low and pass our tests. 
How many tests can you 
fail while still passing? It 
becomes an art of defi-
ance. 
     We are almost done 
with the half dazed school 
days and endless classes 
feeding us piles of misery 
for homework. This black 
hole of darkness is almost 
ending and we can see the 
light at the end of the tun-
nel. The only cure being 
our graduation, or possible 
expulsion, but that’s never 
actually good… usually. 
     After all the horror and 
terror of being pushed 
together with fellow age 
groups and traipsing in on 
their post break-up make-
out sessions, the world 
has hope and joy again as 
we run from the jungle of 
teenage angst and depres-
sion.
     Adults, kiddies, boys, 
and girls:  May 17th will 
soon be here and this cruel 
game of survival of the 
fittest will end, then the 
real journey will begin. 
All that remains is to over-
come this epidemic of Se-
nioritis and finish the leg 
of the race as fast as we 
can. We can do it. We can 
overcome this together.

Editorial13
Senioritis: Graduation is the only cure
By:Erin Kopinski

Cameron Platt, 12, jumps for joy at the 
idea of escaping high school. (Photo taken 
by Erin Kopinski.)

Lane Womack, 12, rests 
peacefully on the benches in 
the commons. (Photo taken by Erin 
Kopinski.)

Ben Millsaps, 12, catches up on 
some missed Z’s. (Photo submitted 
by Maggie Needham.)

Q. How do you deal with the people who just get on your 
nerves?
A. You could just bang your head against a desk but another option 
would be to  focus on positive things. When you look at all the good 
things in life, the annoying things dissappear. 
Q. How do you get the cute guy in your class to notice 
you?
A. Just go up and say “Hello!” and start a random conversation. Or there 
is the cheesy rom-com way of “accidently” tripping and falling on him. 
That always works.
Q. The year is winding down. What’s a good way to stay 
motivated?
A.Personally, I say let senioritis take over, but the better option is just 
to finish the very last leg of the race. Try finishing your work in class, 
that way when school is out for the day, you can do whatever your heart 
desires.

The Ugly Truth Friendly advice to your 
         everyday questions!
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Aquarius (January 20- Febru-
ary 18):A goal that you’ve been 
working toward for a long time 
may suddenly seem in doubt. 
This doesn’t mean it’s dead in 
the water. It only means that 
for now you just need to work 
a little harder and rebuild your 
faith in it.
Pisces (February 19-March 
20):Something may be trou-
bling a family member, and this 
person doesn’t seem willing 
to talk about it. Make it clear 
that you’re there for them and 
then allow this person to go his 
or her own way. Don’t let this 
situation cause you to become 
stressed.
Aries (March 21-April 19):The 
opportunity to make a changes 
in your life could finally show 
itself. Expect to spend a lot of 
time discussing it with friends 
and family.
Taurus (April 20-May 20):Pa-
perwork involving school could 
be a real drag. Ask someone to 

show you how to get it done 
quickly and efficiently. 
Gemini (May 21-June 20):Your 
mind always tends to be quick 
and agile, but today you might 
find it going a thousand miles 
an hour.
Cancer (June 21-July 22):Some 
new equipment made avail-
able for your use might prove 
fascinating, and you’re eager to 
learn as much as you can about 
it. Learn as much as you can!
Leo (July 23-August 22):You 
could find yourself searching 
for a particular piece of knowl-
edge that you need. You’ll 
probably find it.
Virgo (August 23-September 
22):You might find yourself 
working with an exciting group 
of people. Your mind is quick 
and especially innovative.
Libra (September 23-October 
22):You might find yourself at a 
loss as to how to proceed with a 
particular task in which you’re 
involved.
Scorpio (October 23-November 
21):You seem to have a lot
 of resentment toward some-

one who may have hurt you. 
Forget about revenge! The good 
energy you get could be very 
beneficial.
Sagittarius (November 
22-December 21):Visitors to 
your home might engage you in 
discussions of innovative ways 
to increase your efficiency. You 
might find that you have a talent 
for such an activity.
Capricorn (December 22-Janu-
ary 19):You generally tend to be 
service-oriented, and today you 
might want to help someone. 
This person may need to deal 
with them by themselves.

 Horoscopes compiled from 
http://my.horoscope.com/
horoscope/dailyhoroscope/in-
dex-daily-horoscope.aspx
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Correction box 
(Issue IV, December 18, 2013)

1. Page 5: “insert quote here...” should 
be “It was extremely exciting. The 
atmosphere was phenomenal. Not only 
did our teams play well, [but] the fan 
base was Fantastic. It [gives] energy 
to [both] the girls and boys teams, and 
motivates them to play well and play 
hard,” said Coach Boling.
2. Page 12: “Madgril” should be 
“Madrigal” in “Holiday Madgril enter-
tains a packed house” 

Horoscopes 

Misplaced photos of the 1986 
Challenager shuttle explo-

sion were found ironically just in 
time for the 28th anniversary of 
the explosion. 
     According to weather.com, 
Michael Hindes was going through 
his deceased grandmother’s photos 
when he came across 28 unpub-
lised shuttle photos. The photos 

were given to Hindes’ grandfather 
while he worked as a electriction 
for NASA. 
     However, the photographers 
name has been lost through histo-
ry. Hindes has offered the photos 
to NASA but no response as been 
recieved.(Photos taken from weather.
com) 

Remembering the past
By:Chelsea Babin
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The snow of LC

By:Chelsea Babin

A day of snow means a 
day of no school for 

the students of LC. What 
intially was just a school 
day cut short by the snow 
turned into a two day mini 
break from classes.
     It started with a few 
flurries and continously got 
stronger as the day went on. 
The temperatures were frig-
id and the wind was strong. 

     As the snow started 
to stick, cars everywhere 
started to slide off the road 
or get stuck. Some students 
had trouble getting home, 
luckily no one was extreme-
ly hurt. 
      The following photos 
were submitted by the 
journalism staff, students, 
faculty, and members of the 
community. 



16
             More Snow Day coverage
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