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The end of a 
decade

The head of the school sheds 
a few tears as he gets ready to 
say goodbye. See page 2 to 
read more about Mr. Millsaps 
retirement.

Once a scout, 
always a scout

Five boys earn the ranking 
of an Eagle in Boy Scouts of 
America.
See  page 6.

Dance the night away 
in Paris

As the year comes to an end, the 
annual senior-junior prom took 
place. For more, see page 9.

Catching the Z-time sickness

As a generation categorized by 
stress, teenagers are plagued 
by sleep loss. While stress can 
sometimes be good, helping us 
do our best and keep trying, too 
much causes anxiety and sleep 
problems, a.k.a. high school.
     While babies are sleeping 
through circuses, teenagers are 
struggling to make it out of bed. 
“I hate getting up in the morning. 
My only relationship is with my 
bed, and I never want to leave it.” 
said Shawn Healy, 11.
     Reported from the National 
Sleep Foundation, teenagers need 
about 7 ½ - 9 ¼  hours of sleep a 
night. In a survey set up by Kid-
sHealth.org, of 4,000 teenagers, 
only about 17% get a good night’s 
rest. 
     LCHS has about 1,300 stu-
dents, meaning about 221 students 
of good ole LCHS are not getting 
recommended amount of sleep, 
including senior Bonnie Keener.
     Keener has a full curriculum, 
while also playing tennis, babysit-
ting her sister, contributing to a 

number of clubs, and even church. 
“On a good night I get maybe 
5-7 hours. On most nights, 3- 5 
hours. The only reason I  smile 
is because of my coffee buzz. I 
try to get sleep, but I really enjoy 
having a life instead of constantly 
doing all of my homework,” said 
Keener.
     Although it may not seem like 
a big deal at the time, especially 
since teenagers are genetically 
wired to stay up later, losing sleep 
can increase the risk of (A LOT) 
of heart problems, diabetes, and 
even insomnia.
    Most short term effects are 
poor judgment, bad skin, weight 
gain, and possible automobile 
accidents, and not because of poor 
driving skills. Sleep deprivation 
can actually slow reaction time 
down as much as drunk driving. 
That might be why high school 
parking lots are so terrifying. 
    At least one student, Matt 
Scott, 11, knows how important 
it is for teenagers to get the sleep 
they need. “Teenagers really need 

to get the sleep they need because 
we have very busy lives, and 
when we get behind on sleep it 
can quickly put us in a downward 
spiral of losing more and more 
sleep in an attempt to keep up 
with the work we are too tired to 
do.”
     Unfortunately, extracurric-
ulars, homework, chores, and 
social lives seem to be exactly the 
reason teenagers don’t get any 
sleep. 
     So how can teenagers achieve 
better sleep? Well, first off, they 
can probably quit staying up until 
4 a.m. trying to finish homework 
that only seniors seem to realize 
is unimportant. The next hint 
is to form healthy sleep habits: 
creating a regular sleep schedule, 
eating healthy/exercising daily, 
and turning off all electronics 
before sleep.
     Instead, try listening to music 
or a soft audio sound after a warm 
bath and easy stretching. Maybe 
then high school won’t be such a 
scary place.

By: Erin Kopinski

Senior Edition
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By: Chelsea Babin and Holly Thompson

It is the year for new 
chapters of life - not only 

for seniors, but for our 
beloved principal, Mr. Steven 
Millsaps. Millsaps served 
Lenoir City High School for 
ten years before announcing 
his retirement on March 7th, 
2014.
     Millsaps is notable for 
building strong relationships 
with students and coworkers 
over the years.
     “I am happy and excited, 
but sad to see [Millsaps] go. 
He was a great mentor and 
boss, but an even greater 
friend,” said assistant princi-
pal Mark Weeks.
     Administrators are not the 
only ones sad to see Millsaps 
go. Many students expressed 
their feelings towards his 
retirement.
     “It will sure be different 
next year because he seems to 
understand [students] really 
well,” said Andrew Davis, 11.
     Having know Millsaps for 
the longest, seniors express 
particular wistfulness.
     “I’m sad because it’s my 
last year, too, and he’s been 

here,” said Jonathan Boyd, 
12.
     Millsaps touched the lives 
of many of the students.
     “Mr. Millsaps is the best 
guy in the school, hands 
down. He actually cared 
about his students and never 
judged. A real man among 
boys,” said Brian Hart, 12.
     Millsaps has some parting 
words for seniors and other 
students.
     “Continue to learn. Go for 
your dreams,” he continued, 
teary-eyed, “You’ve got to 
work hard; it’s a big compet-
itive world. Educate yourself 
to have opportunity. Show up 
early, stay late, do your job 
and a little extra. Most of all, 
get along with others.”
     Although Millsaps will 
no longer be the principal, 
students might occasionally 
see him in the halls around 
school just to visit. 

(Photo is of Mr Millsaps 
holding the news article 
about LC’s ACT scores going 
up, it was one of his proudest 
moments.)

Every ending is a new beginning

“When I came from Philadelphia to 
Loudon, we had a really good class. 
And I think that helped me more than 

anything... was having wonderful 
peers, having good classmates, good 
friends. That’s critical. You are the 

company you keep.”

Where did Millsaps graduate?

 A) University of Tennessee

 B) Middle Tennessee State University

 C) Tennessee Wesleyan

Answer: C) Tennessee Wesleyan
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“I take selfies now.”

“We’re not gonna play ball the rest of our lives.”

“It’s not always the students who will drive you crazy.”

“It’s important to show unity.”

“Would I do it all over again? I don’t know.”

“In high school, I didn’t know what  I wanted to do.”

“As you start getting old, you get a certain amount of 
wisdom.”

“It’s important to have good role models and mentors.”

“Out there somewhere there is someone looking up to 
you, what is it gonna be?”

“It’s just bad for your back!”

“Still show up for Thanksgiving and Christmas din-
ners.”

“I wanted to be recognized as a good school.”

Quotes from Millsaps

How did you begin 
teaching?

“My coach who had recruited me 
to come back and to help him left. 
And he’s actually Coach Zeller’s 
father-in-law, so that was kind 
of a neat twist. He left to become 
the head coach and Hiwassee, so 
then it worked out after two years 
serving as an assistant coach, 
I became the head coach. And 
things like that just kept happening 
to keep me in education, so then in 
a few years we had had some suc-
cess in basketball, and after a few 
years I entered in administration 
as an assistant principal, and I did 
that because my former geometry 
teacher and tennis coach, Richard 
Blackburn, asked me to be his 
assistant principal.”

Was there a specific 
person who help guide 
you towards teaching?

“My old coach, Coach Watson 
had asked me to come and be his 
assistant coach for basketball. He 
is probably the main reason I ever 
became a teacher.”

How does the selec-
tion of a new principal 
work? 

“Well, it’s like most any other job. 
First, a posting of a opening for a 
principal is available to the public. 

It was to be up to the public for at 
least ten days. Then the Director 
of Schools does interviews with 
those deemed fit for the position.”

When did you first 
announce your retire-
ment?

“Well, on March 7th, I sent in my 
letter. So before Spring break is 
when the administration and a 
select few students knew about my 
retirement.”

Where else have you 
taught?

“I taught for twelve years and then 
became assistant principal for five 
years at Loudon High. In 1999, 
I was principal of North Middle 
School for five years. Then in the 
Fall of 2004, I moved here and 
became Principal. This will have 
been my tenth year here.”

What are your after 
retirement plans?

“To work on my lawn care busi-
ness, but you know, it’s bad for 
your back. I have a nice piece 
of land and I hope to farm on it. 
Hopefully I will be growing crops 
soon!” 

(Questions asked by Holly Thomp-
son and Chelsea Babin.)

Up close &
personal 

with
Mr. Millsaps
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Is common core really an equalizer?
America- the land of 

freedom, baseball, $1 
hamburgers, and education 
equality– well, almost. 
     It’s likely that nearly 
everyone attending school or 
working in the school system 
has at least heard the words 
“common core” thrown around 
recently, but what do they 
really mean?
     Well, if you’ve ever been 
around a gathering of two or 
more educators at the commu-
nity watering hole (also known 
as the coffee pot), then most 
likely you’ve heard at least 
one of them talk about test 
scores. Either the scores are 
too low, average, or exception-
ally high. But it isn’t just about 
what the scores are; it’s how 

they compare to scores on a 
national and global scale.
     You see, the public educa-
tion system defines its worth 
by how big its test scores are, 
and if Sigmund Freud hadn’t 
been cremated, he’d be rolling 
in his grave right about now.
     Common core is essentially 
an equalizer. 
     Under its plan, students the 
same age will be following 
the same curriculum, regard-
less of race, gender, or native 
country, and if the curriculum 
is the same, then, in theory, 
test scores should balance out 
across the board. 
     Take the SAT for example. 
Effective in 2016, the test will 
become modified for the first 
time since 2005. 

     The writing section will 
become optional like that of 
the ACT, and the vocabulary 
of the test will be replaced by 
more common words in order 
to take the advantage away 
from affluent families who 
hire private tutors for their 
children.
     On paper, the plan seems to 
be well-thought-out, but what 
about in practice? 
     Indiana, widely seen as 
the poster child for common 
core, has now become the first 
state to back out of the plan 
in an effort to develop its own 
curriculum based solely on its 
people. 
     So to turn this into a nice 
visual, imagine that you’re 
on a cruise, and the captain 

decides to jump ship. 
     Well, if the captain jumps, 
everybody jumps, and Indi-
ana’s jumping ship has created 
a precarious situation for the 
common core system. 
     Will other states follow 
Indiana back into the sea of 
Freudian behavior, or will they 
sail on the S. S. Equality for 
the long haul?

Editorial by: Daniel Ford

Major stores set to close due to online competition 
By: Erin Kopinski

Barnes & Noble is one of the last major bookstores still around after Borders shut its doors 
a few years back. Ever since online bookstores started up, brick and mortar companies have 
suffered greatly. 
(Photo taken from: http://consumermediallc.files.wordpress.com/2013/01/bnstorebye.
jpg?w=610)

Photo taken from http://www.theblaze.
com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/
Common-Core.jpg

Due to online competition and 
slow economic activity, com-

panies all over the country have 
started shutting down thousands 
of their store locations.
     “Even though it doesn’t really 
affect me much, closing these 
stores might make it so other 
people have to travel further to 
get their clothing,” said Alex 
Espinoza, 10. 
     Hopefully this doesn’t cause 
even more traffic on Tennessee’s 
already transfer- truck infested 
roads. 
     Weakened companies cannot 
afford the real estate and per-
sonnel costs that go along with 
supporting hundreds of unprofit-
able locations. Gap already closed 
20% of its stores, making it harder 
for everyone’s mom to get her 
mom- jeans. Even Macy’s, which 
is inconveniently not located in 
Knoxville, has shut down a num-
ber of their stores.
     Multiple factors can lead com-
panies to close their stores. One 

factor is mergers and acquisitions 
activity. Essentially, when two 
competing businesses merge, the 
stores that are still competing will 
shut down due to redundancy. 
Kind of like when teenagers mix 
alcohol and brain cells. Due to 
redundancy, brain cells shut down. 
     Another factor would be 
competing online retail. As easy 
as it is for online stores to keep 
stock and be accessed, businesses 
are having a hard time competing. 
Barnes and Noble was one of the 
first companies to be threatened 
by Amazon.com, which accounts 
for 44% of American book sales.
     Chance Freels, 12, contributes 
to the rising sale prices on Ama-
zon.com. 
    “I think it’s awesome. Good 
customer service. Easy to nav-
igate. They have everything. I 
don’t really know what else to 
say. They’re great.”
     Most retailers don’t know what 
to say either. Except for maybe, 
“Why didn’t we think of that?” 

and a few tears trailing down their 
cheeks.
     Outside of those retailers un-
dergoing mergers, a number have 
had to shrink their store count in 
order to shift into new markets, 
like Abercrombie and Fitch or 
Aéropostle. These overpriced 
clothing stores have to compete 
with fast-fashion competitors like 
H&M and Forever 21, both with 

lower prices and the latest trends.
     Jandi Palmer, 10, wasn’t sur-
prised to find out Abercrombie & 
Fitch were shutting some of their 
stores down. “They’re very over-
priced. It’s bad for business.” 
     Hopefully the futures for these 
businesses can turn around, before 
they forever vanish - except for 
Aéropostle. That needs to go 
ahead and vanish.

Life
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What does your handwriting say about you?
By: Casey White

Your clothes, your hair 
style, and even your taste 

in music are affected by your 
personality. Did you know 
personality can also contribute 
to your handwriting style? 
     English teacher Mrs. Patty 
Cochran has studied handwrit-
ing analysis. 
     “I learned that you really 
can tell a lot about the person 
by their style of handwriting… 
you can tell some traits but 
not everything,” said Cochran. 
She offered some interesting 
thoughts and ideas about hand-
writing. 
     You can use this technique 
to help you better understand 

a person. Having a new lab 
partner who takes notes with 
small letters could indicate 
the person needs everything 
done in a complete and correct 
order. A classmate signs your 
yearbook in bold letters, and 
that could indicate they are 
confident. 

    “This is a tool for fun,” said 
Mrs. Cochran,”this is not 100 
percent science.”
     It’s a fun and unique way 
to get to know a person. Try it 
sometime. 
(Photo taken from http://vi-
sual.ly/what-does-your-hand-
writing-say-about-you)

A new wolf on social media street
Every minute, every second, teenagers 

are connected. The number of followers, 
retweets, and likes one has defines their place 
in the social hierarchy. The importance of 
knowing someone’s reaction to heartbreak, 
in the teenage vernacular, is greater than the 
importance of what grade you made on your 
biology exam.
     Why? Statistics will tell you, but first, “let 
me take a selfie.”
     Two main factors come to mind when con-
sidering the psychological addiction to social 
media.
     First, teenagers tend to inquire about what 
someone is eating, whereas adults wonder what 
day their friend’s son’s graduation is. This 
is because of the loss of grey matter through 
one’s adolescence and activity of the frontal 
lobes during high school years.
     Loneliness, another reason,  is something 
everyone can experience. As social networking 
proves, a series of subtweets can be as power-
ful, socially, on the mind as a friend to friend 
conversation. Yes, humans do need and crave 
attention in person, but the constant interaction 
keeps the populus satisfied.
     One thing that should cross your mind is 
technology and trends. In order to make mon-
ey, each network must have something making 
it unique and marketable
     “Facebook has changed, [and] Vine is just 

videos. With Twitter, you can see what others 
are doing more easily,” said Twitter regular 
Christine Garcia, 10.
     As Garcia’s statement supports, Facebook 
usage has decreased by 3%, whereas Twitter’s 
usage has increased by 2%, and Instagram by a 
whopping 23%, according to Digital Trends.
     So why has Facebook lost the teenage ap-
peal? Garcia, who uses Facebook twice a week 
(dropping from four times a week the previous 
year) accredits the loss to the constant sharing. 
     “It’s nothing but chain posts saying ‘Like 
for your mom, keep scrolling for dead pup-
pies,’ and stuff now,” said Bryson Hundley, 9.
     With the numbers on the table, it’s likely In-
stagram and Twitter will stay on top with teens, 
but you can’t forget that the same was said for 
Facebook only two years ago. In regards to the 
future of social media, Garcia said, “I think 
[teens] will adapt to what the current trends 
are, and the technological advancements.”
     The addition of hashtags and limiting 
flooding in the News Feed were much needed 
features, but so far, Facebook’s numbers hav-
en’t really improved. In spite of each network’s 
gimmick, no company is safe in the business 
of social media. Only time will tell if Facebook 
will stay down, but one thing is for sure: Social 
media will be apart teenage culture for years 
to come.

By: Bass Neel

The investment bank Piper Jaffray polled 
from a pool of 8,650 teens averaging 16.2 
years of age in their recent survey on 
social media preference:

• Twitter led with 26%
• Facebook and Instagram were both 

tied at 23%
• Tumblr followed with a disappointing 

4%
• Google+ had a minute, but growing, 

3%

Social Stats

Life
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Seniors soar among ranks
By: Rebecca Jones

Eagle Scouts is a high posi-
tion in the Boy Scouts of 

America foundation. 
     In Troop 358, five seniors 
were awarded this honor. The 
receiving was held on Satur-
day, March 1, 2014 at Central 
United Methodist Church.
     Among the young men were 
Tristen Wall, Steven Muncy, 
Thomas Glanville, Charlie 
Valentine, and Bearden High 
School student Ryan Burcham.
     Each of the boys have 
received many awards and 
badges, but becoming an Eagle 
Scout has exceeded them all. 

     Between juggling school 
work, applying to colleges, 
and completing projects for 
their communities, these newly 
appointed Eagle Scouts have 
worked hard to earn this ac-
complishment.
     Becoming an Eagle Scout 
opens many doors and opportu-
nities. There are numerous ed-
ucation-based scholarships that 
are offered to Eagle Scouts; for 
example, the National Eagle 
Scout Scholarship Fund, United 
Health Foundation Eagle Scout 
Scholarship, and Chester M. 
Vernon Memorial Eagle Scout 

Scholarship.
     To achieve this outstanding 
rank, one must first advance 
through Tenderfoot, Second 
Class, First Class, Star, Life, 
and finally, Eagle. 
     There are other and more 
prestigious prerequisites to 
follow, but those can be found 
in the Boy Scouts handbook.    
     Boy Scouts of America have 
been looked at by Americans 
and their leaders as young men 
who add leadership and integri-
ty to this country.
     “The goodness of a person 
and of the society he or she 

lives in often comes down to 
very simple things and words 
found in the Scout Law. 
     Every society depends on 
trust and loyalty, on courtesy 
and kindness, on bravery and 
reverence. These are the values 
of Scouting, and these are the 
values of Americans,” said 
President George W. Bush.
     The boys have worked 
several years to achieve this 
position and have received 
countless support from their 
friends, family, and community 
to become Eagle Scouts of Boy 
Scouts of America.

Steven Muncy
 “I was extremely proud of I was 
able to [become an Eagle Scout]. 
Helping another family and an-
other organization to do that. [Boy 
Scouts] has taught me how to be a 
better leader and person in a com-
munity and how to help others.”
• Accepted into the Order of 

the Arrow
• Elected to be in the Scout-

ing’s National Honor Society
• Joined the LC Police Depart-

ment’s Explorer Program, 
Post 401 - Ranked as Post 
Sergeant

• Earned 30 merit badges.
• Eagle project: Performed yard 

work for the IVAS Place, the 
Crisis Center for Women.

Charlie Valentine
 “I’m probably going to come 
back to the troop and help 
with the younger scouts.”
• Earned the Arrow of Light 

award
• Earned 24 merit badges
• Gained membership for the 

Order of the Arrow
• Several troop leadership po-

sitions: Senior Patrol Leader 
and Assistant Senior Patrol 
Leader

• Eagle project: Paved a 
concrete pathway connect-
ing Eaton Elementary and 
Central UMC and built and 
installed a bench near the 
pathway.

Tristen Wall
 “My favorite part of Boy 
Scouts was the field trips and 
when we went hiking. My 
least favorite was the paper-
work.”
• Cub Scouts, Troop 145
• Received the Arrow of 

Light Award before enter-
ing Boy Scouts

• Boy Scouts, Troop 354, 
and excelled in rankings.

• Eagle project: The 
construction of a nine-
hole disc golf course for 
Central United Methodist 
Church.

Thomas Glanville
 “It was a pretty big feel-
ings of self accomplish-
ment. All that work finally 
paid off. [Boy Scouts] has 
taught me to just be pre-
pared. Be confident in your 
own abilities.”
• Senior Patrol Leader
• Earned 25 merit badges
• Eagle Project: Paved 

a concrete padding to 
support a 20 foot flag-
pole for Martel United 
Methodist Church. 

Senior
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The three best friends
By: Daniel Ford

If you haven’t been told already, the 
last edition of the newspaper is when 

the senior staff members have a chance 
to say goodbye or say their final words 
about high school. Most people take this 
opportunity to rail against high school and 
the public education system, but I’m not 
going to do that. That isn’t what I want to 
be remembered for.
     Instead, my editorial will be a “like 
like” letter to my three best friends and 
about how high school changes you (I 
used the term “like like” because I still 
hate using the L-word even after four 
years). So here we go:
     My freshman year of high school, 
someone told me, “Daniel, you really 
ought to take more risks.” My senior year 
of high school, my best friend told me, 
“Your driving matches your personality: 
reckless,” and if the difference between 
those two statements doesn’t explain my 
four years of high school, then I don’t 
know what does.

     That drastic change in my personality 
can all be traced to the first day of my 
junior year when I dropped out of the 
Top Ten race, a decision that no one truly 
believed until my senior year schedule was 
finalized. 
     But it was true, and that was when I 
threw what everyone expected me to do 
out the window and started to do what I 
wanted. And if I’ve learned anything in 
high school, it’s that once you start taking 
what you want from life, quality people 
will begin to gravitate towards you. And 
those people are the ones that I want to 
thank right now. 
      They’ll all be quoted before I end this 
letter, so hopefully they can remember 
what they said and know this is to them. 
     That comment from my senior year was 
one of the greatest compliments I’ve ever 
been given, rivaled only by two statements 
made by my remaining two best friends.
     “You’re gonna write a book one day. I 
don’t know exactly how. But you’re going 

to write a book about your life, and I want 
to read it.” 
     And, “You’re the kind of person that 
can roll through life unscathed; you’re my 
Ethan (the best friend to the main charac-
ter of one of her favorite books).”
     No, I’m not going to mention anyone’s 
names; that cheapens what I’m trying to 
do here. But 
to those three, 
you have 
made my 
senior year 
the best one 
yet, and I will 
miss insulting 
you everyday 
as all true 
friends do.
     Remember 
to always do 
you. Good-
bye.

It’s been real, but it’s time to say goodbye
By: Chelsea Babin

Over the last four years I’ve learned a 
few things, like how to survive with 

barely any sleep or how to speed walk be-
cause the two minute bell rang; I’ve yet to 
get a single tardy in all of high school- and 
my class is on the other side of the school.
    I’ve also learned how to cram and pull 
everything together all at once. Although 
that tactic isn’t the most fun, it gets things 
done. I’m the queen of procrastination, 
but in all seriousness, what high schooler 
doesn’t procrastinate? If you just answered 
no, you’re a filthy liar, and I hope your 
nose grows like Pinocchio’s.
    I’m not quite sure how I’ve managed, 
but I’ve made it thus far- maybe not com-
pletely sane- but I’ve made it. You know 
those moments where you’re just sitting 
there and thinking about all the work you 
should be doing, but instead you’re watch-
ing television or playing video games? I 
had a lot of those moments.
    I’ve come to face the truth, a rather sad 

truth; but nonetheless, the truth that I will 
never catch up on sleep again. I’ve pulled 
a few all nighters throughout school, and 
I’ve yet to catch up on those. I’m a night 
owl; I get my work done mostly at night- 
it’s more of a curse than a blessing to be 
honest.
    High school has taught me that there are 
ways around the system… I have found 
some of these ways, and they have been 
great. You just aren’t lucky enough for me 
to share these secrets, I’d say I’m sorry, 
but that’d be a lie… so, I’ll pass on that.
    Now, I wouldn’t call myself popular, 
but I’m friends with people from every 
“clique.” That’s crucial- I feel- to surviv-
ing high school. If you can be friends with 
everyone, that means you’re a likeable 
person, and it just makes going to school a 
little less miserable when people like you.
    To finish off this rant about/farewell 
to high school, I’d like to thank all my 
amazing friends who have gotten me this 

far. Without them, I’d be not only misera-
ble but also extremely lonely and socially 
inept. Words alone will never be enough to 
show my gratitude towards all my friends.
    I’d personally like to give a shout out 
to Ms. Wright and Mrs. Wallace for being 
amazing mentors throughout all of high 
school. Thank you both so much.
    I wish you all the best and bid you my 
farewell.
    In the 
amazing 
words 
of Effie 
Trinket 
from The 
Hunger 
Games, 
“May 
the odds 
be ever 
in your 
favor.” 

Editorial disclaimer: The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints expressed 
by the various authors published in the LC Panther Press newspaper 
do not necessarily reflect the opinions, beliefs and viewpoints of the 
journalism staff, school, or community.
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“We are infinite” and misfits
By: Erin Kopinski

We are the misfits. We are the rebels, 
and we are the future. As my very best 

friend, Daniel Ford and Perks of Being a 
Wallflower’s author Stephen Chbosky put it, 
“We are infinite.” 
    As a senior, on the eve of graduation, I 
can’t help but recall all of the reasons I feel 
infinite, and no, it’s not because I’m tripping 
on Molly or any other sort of drug. It’s 
because of all the moments, with all of you 
people (you know who you are), which made 
high school worth it.
    And yes, I am very well aware that I am 
the girl who has described high school as 
a pool of bitterness, an inescapable prison 
(with orange jumpsuits included), and a jun-
gle, infested with leeches sucking the faces 
off of anything living. I also, still consider 
all of that accurate.
    However, just like wise, old Dumbledore 
said in Harry Potter, Prisoner of Azkaban, 
“Even in the dark, there is always a light.” I 
was lucky enough to see that light through 
high school, even though my high school ex-
perience did not help me become a positive, 

contributing member of society, but instead 
made me a less positive and contributing 
member of society.  
    I found it in some of my very best friends 
(who know who they are already since I’ve 
told them that they’re stuck with me for life 
and have stolen most of their clothes), and in 
the back closet of room 217 in journalism. 
It was the single most stressful and frustrat-
ing class I could have chosen for my senior 
year, and at times I really hated it, but now I 
actually really love it.
    I don’t know if it’s because 12 sarcastic 
kids were crammed into a dull, little fire- 
hazard of a closet or if a common enemy 
brought us together, but we became one big 
dysfunctional family that has my heart forev-
er handcuffed to theirs, like a captain to his 
sinking ship. But, hey! I’m a happy captain.
    If there is one thing that I have learned 
from journalism, it’s that high school 
shouldn’t be taken so seriously. It should be 
fun (but not stupid) and be something you 
smile about when you think about, not a dull 
memory about where you sat, in that one 

class, that one day.
    I’m not saying you should go out and 
party, because personally, I think the kids 
who do that aren’t really living but creating 
the illusion they do, and let’s be honest; the 
next morning they probably won’t remember 
much.
    No, go out, and make friends that will 
last and memories you won’t forget. And for 
Heaven’s sake, take all of your absent days. 
It’s high school. Have a little fun and act like 
the 2014 Journalism staff by working hard 
but playing even harder!
    And with that I leave you underclassmen 
of LCHS. Feel Infinite and MAKE GOOD 
CHOICES.

Life is everchanging
By: Anthony Funes Lopez

After years and years of constant 
change, guess what, it’s still not over! 

We still have a whole new journey ahead 
of us, and this was just a stroll in the park. 
Now we must be prepared to go out into 
the real world, and trust me it won’t be 
that pleasant little stroll in the park. Oh no, 
it is going to be a full on triathlon!
    Now as many of you may know, I am 
in fact Hispanic and being different has 
helped me learn a lot about others, and in 
one way or another, it has shed some light 
on the diversity in our small community. It 
has also showed me how much ignorance 
there can be in such communities. 
    You might not want to read any of this, 
and that’s okay, you can stop here. If you 
choose to go on, just know that I’ll be 
right there with you. I WILL GO ON.
    I am first going to give you some advice 
that I am sure most of you have heard 
throughout most of your years in high 
school: KEEP AN OPEN MIND. There is 

nothing worse than having to deal with a 
person who thinks that they know every-
thing and that they think that they are al-
ways right. Always try and hear someone 
else’s perspective on things. 
    The last thing that I would like to 
address is the fact that there is a lot of dis-
crimination. There is no need for that!
    I am very sure that most of you have 
seen lots of things on Facebook about how 
everyone is human. My particular issue 
is when people assume that everyone is 
Mexican just because they speak Span-
ish. There is clearly a difference and you 
should at least attempt to do some research 
and see that there are whole other coun-
tries that speak Spanish, not just MEXI-
CO!
    I just want to tell you that even though 
we may seem like we are different, we are 
alike! Sure we may not all look the same 
on the outside, but we all share one trait: 
we care and at some point in our lives we 

feel sympathy. Yeah this may seem all 
emotional and stuff, and that is one thing 
that most people are afraid of: feeling 
something, but that is the nature of us 
because we are all HUMAN BEINGS!
    I hope that this has in one way or 
another shed some light in your life, and 
if it didn’t, then I am sure that somewhere 
down the road (hopefully not too late 
down) you will understand what I am 
trying to 
say.
    Deuc-
es Class 
of 2014 
and 
farewell 
to all my 
friends!

Senior Editorial
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A Night in Paris
By: Chelsea Babin

Senior
The annual senior-junior prom was held at the Captiol Theatre on May 3rd.
     Seniors Angel Varner and Avie Desai were crowned king and queen.Photos: Mrs. Miller
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Most Embarrassing Moment
By: Jessica Rickman & Maddie Brookshire

Senior
Major Events

By: Bass Neel

Being em-
barrassed at 

school can stick 
with students 
for all four years 
of high school. 
Many students 
still vividly 
remember their 
most embarrass-
ing moment.
    One of these 
many students 
is Senior Sarah 
Grossbard whose 
faux pas is still easily remem-
bered over the course of her 
years in high school.
    “I fell at the entrance of the 
school, and I was so embar-
rassed,” Grossbard said.
    Not only did Grossbard fall 

flat onto the concrete in front 
of her peers, it left a mark 
physically as well as emo-
tionally.
    “[When I fell] it made a 
scar on my knee and ripped a 
hole in my jeans,” Grossbard 
said.

    Even though it seems like 
the laughter will never end 
and confidence will never be 
regained, most seniors look 
back on their most embarrass-
ing moment and realize it was 
not the end of the world.

While it seems so many embarrassing moments 
revolve around falls and stumbles, some 

students experience embarrassing moments of a dif-
ferent sort. Senior, Brittany Brantley came to high 
school as excited as everyone to experience what 
lied within the Lenoir City High walls, but it wasn’t 
long until an embarrassing moment struck and left 
an imprint in Brittany’s memories. 
    “The first day of [my] freshman year my back-
pack came unzipped as I was walking down the 
hallway, and everything flew out of it and into the 
floor,” Brantley said

Senior, Roy Covington has also experienced 
a humiliating moment of his own. What be-

gan as a journey out onto the beautiful campus 
bridge, turned into a wet and mucky mess for 
this student. 
    “I fell into the stream by the school bridge 
while I was in art class taking pictures,” Cov-
ington said. 
    “I had to go to the gym and sit there until 
3rd block to wait for my shoes to dry. Then 
I came back to class and my shoes were still 
squishy,” said Covington.

2010: 33 Chilean miners trapped 
underground for over two months 
are saved
2011: Kate Middleton marries 
Prince William in a lavish royal 
wedding at Westminster Abbey in 
London
2011: U.S. troops and CIA oper-
atives shoot and kill Osama bin 
Laden in Abbottabad, Pakistan
2011: The Voice premieres
2011: iPhone 4s releases with Siri
2012: Hunger Games releases, 
grossing a record $400,000,000 
2012: The Amazing Spider-Man 

releases
2012: The Dark Knight Rises tops 
off the legendary reboot
2012: The 2012 Summer Olympics 
open in London. Michael Phelps 
wins his 19th Olympic medal, 
becoming the winningest Olympic 
athlete of all time. He surpassed the 
record held by Russian gymnast 
Larisa Latynina
2012: President Obama elected to a 
second term
2012: Twilight series ends
2013: Tragedy at Sandy Hook 
2013: Pope Benedict XVI announc-
es his retirement
2013: In response to North Korea’s 
nuclear test in February 2013, the 
UN Security Council unanimously 
passes another round of strict sanc-
tions against North Korea
2013: Boston Marathon Bombings
2013: Man of Steel released
2013: Edward Snowden leaks info 
pertaining to NSA
2013: Government Shutdown
2013: iOS 7 releases
2013: Catching Fire releases
2013: Paul Walker dies
2013: Nelson Mandela dies
2014: 2014 Winter Olympics in 
Sochi
2014: Ellen’s Oscar selfie retweet-
ed a record number of times
2014: Flight 370 goes missing
2014: Class of 2014 graduates! 
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Two best friends that anyone could have
By: Erin Kopinski

When you jump off a 
cliff, do you jump 

alone? Or do you jump off 
with someone just as insane? 
The same idea applies to 
graduation. When you grad-
uate from high school, taking 
that leap into the dark abyss 
we call adulthood, do you 
really want to go alone? Most 
people don’t.
    Chance Freels and Rachel 
Henson won’t be taking that 
leap alone. Friends since 
freshman year, these two 
“besties” are confident they’ll 
be friends to infinity and 
beyond.
    “Well yeah! Of course! 
We’ve been friends for four 
years now. Or four and a 
half?” said Freels.  “Let’s just 
go with four.”
    Originally meeting at 
Rockin’ the Docks when a 
mutual friend [Olivia Fisher] 
ditched them.

    “Yeah, our other friend 
ditched us at Rockin’ the 
Docks, and then we had no 
choice but to be friends,” said 
Freels.
    “Oh my gosh, we were so 
mad. We didn’t even know 
each other!” said Henson.
    “And then I had to drive 
her home!” chimed in Freels.
     It probably helped that 
they had the same interests. 
“We have a lot in common,” 
said Henson.
    “We don’t really start crap 
or put up with it. Crap is 
basically dismissed entirely,” 
said Freels.
    Since Rockin’ the Docks, 
Rachel and Chance practical-
ly became siblings; Chance 
even tried teaching Rachel to 
drive his car.
    “I was teaching her how 
to drive a manual in my car, 
and she accidentally dumped 
the clutch and did a burn-out. 

There’s still a black mark on 
the pavement,” Freels said 
even though Henson denies it.
    “I did not burn out! I just 
stalled it!” Henson said with 
a laugh.
    On top of driving around 
his Mazda together, the two 
outdoorsy friends tend to eno 
a lot and kayak whenever it’s 
possible.
    “One time we went in the 
middle of February. It was 
freezing!” said Freels.
    “It was so dumb,” Henson 
said with a laugh, “It wasn’t 
even that funny.”
    “We basically got hypo-
thermia. My legs were freez-
ing,” said Freels.
     At least they survived 
together, just like they will 
survive college and infinity 
and beyond. Can’t wait to see 
them at the Ten-Year.
(Photos taken from Insta-
gram)

Senior
Top songs

By: Chelsea Babin

1.Problem (feat. 
Iggy Azalea)- Ariana 
Grande
2.Fancy (feat. Charli 
XCX)- Iggy Azalea
3.Happy- Pharrell 
Williams
4.Turn Down For 
What- DJ Snake & 
Lil Jon
5.All of Me- John 
Legend
6.I Can’t Make You 
Love Me (The Voice 
Performance)- Josh 
Kaufman
7.A Sky Full of 
Stars- Coldplay
8.How to Love (The 
Voice Performance)- 
Christina Grimmie
9.17 Again- Brant-
ley Gilbert
10.Love Never Felt 
So Good- Michael 
Jackson & Justin 
TImberlake

A couple people who met through a mutual friend and are now 
 the best of friends. The true meaning of best friends forever.
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Committed seniors!
By: Gavin Ramsey
Lee University
-Audrey Johnson
Tennessee Wesleyan College
-Carlie Smallwood
-Lexi Henry
University of Tennessee
-Jansen Park
-James Brannon
-Alex Manis
-Daniel Ford
-Brandy Allen
-Peyton Leho
Pellissippi State Community College
-Tyler Park
-Jonathan Bell
-Lora Toney
-Meagan Sims
-Jacoob Vargo
-Israel More
-Jesse Newman
-April Powers
-Jonathan Boyd
-Raelyn Mewell
-Libby harding
-Brandy Frizzell
East Tennessee State University
-Allison Jenkins
-Madison Gump
Roane State Community College
-Steven Munsey
-Taylor Slusher
-Symarah Watson
-Rebekah Bluford

-Ashley Moore
-Alex Millsaps
Tennessee College of Applied Technolo-
gies of Knoxville
-Garrett Hurt
Tennessee Technological University
-Kaleb Stroud
Cambridge University
-Spencer Preston
Tennessee School of Beauty
-Ally Lee
-Maria Guzman
Athens University
-Sam Selvidge
Cambell State
-Levi Barnes
Carson-Newman
-Allie Chapman
-Logan Miller
Austin Peay
-Dakota Vincil
Trevecca Nazarene University
-McKenzie Newbold
Middle Tennessee State University
-Chelsea Babin
-Faith Costner
-Autumn Parker
-Chance Freels
-Rachael Henson
Aubrun University
-Morgan Kent
Salem Glass & Technology
-Charlie Valentine

Transformation Tuesday: Senior style
By: Chelsea Babin

Bonnie Keener takes part in #TransformationTuesday 
on Instagram with her caption, “Hello transformation 
Tuesday. This should brighten anyone’s day!” Photo 
taken from Kenner’s Instagram page

Senior
Intended careers
Graphic design
-Miranda Murr
Air Force
-Jayce Galbraith
Nurse
-Maribel Cisneros
Welding
-Cody Flachbart
Physical Therapist
-Cody Johnson
High School Educa-
tion
-Samantha Ward
Engineering technolo-
gy/Industrial
-Jackie Watkins
Music Education
-Ethan Morrison
Artist
-Eilish Gordon
Criminal Justice
-Ava Brown
Computer science
-Gage Howard
Vocal Music Educa-
tion
-Caleb O’Dell
EMT 
-Amber Price
Vet
-Marissa Gibson
Artist
-Libby Hardy
Forensic Scientist
-Brandi Frizell
Medical Missionary
-Allie Chapman
Vetinary Medicine
-Lindsey Verhooven 
Physical Theropy
-Faith Costner

Music education
-Travis Collier
Film Production
-Jacob Cox
Singer
-Romey Keck
Military
-Ramsey Waldrop
Auto Mechanic
-Meagan Dempsay
CNA
-Cassandra Gilland
Occupational Therapy
-Kalie Adams
Mechanic
-Matther Scarbrough
Weapon Smith
-Tyler N Fillmore
Cosmotology
-Sarah Grossbard
President
-Tristain Partain
Eye Doctor
-Nelson Chang
Astranaut or RND
-Thomas Glanville
Childrens Ministry 
Director
-Logan Frizzell
Medical Service
-Israel Mora
History Education
-Eric Mclean
Entrapraneur
-Dakota Vincil
Heat and Air Condi-
tioning
-Peyton Waggoner
Chef
-Timothy Spears

Kelsey Robinson also posts a transformation Tuesday 
photo to add to the trending #transformationtuesday.  
The photo on the left is from a year previous to senior 
year. Photo taken from Robinson’s Instagram page

The L’Cean editor, Daniel Ford himself partook in the 
#transformationtuesday. He commented “Ayy let’s talk 
about puberty.”  Photo taken from Ford’s Instagram 
page
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It’s been a long four years
By: Rebecca Jones

What is high school? It’s not all 
fun and games that is for sure.  

Juggling a social life, homework, little 
to no sleep, and aiming for good grades 
seemed almost impossible, but some-
how I managed.
  It is a rough period. No question about 
it. People have said these are the best 
years, the golden years that will shape 
your life. I, as a senior, can verify that 
this is a load of barnacles. I have made 
great memories, yes, but it is not as 
great as everyone makes it out to be.
      Four years does not sound like a 
long time. But when you have to sit 
for eight hours, five days a week in the 
same school with the same people, it 
will feel like an eternity. 
        I could not have made it without 
my many, many cups of coffee and 
staying up late to finish my homework 
each night. I remember the tears that 

came from procrastination and crazy 
assignments that made me want to pull 
my hair out. However, some good did 
come out of it.
    All the hard work and late nights 
working paid off. Shortly, I will be sit-
ting in the gym with my fellow seniors, 
waiting for my name to be called so I 
can walk (and hopefully not trip and 
fall) across the stage and shake hands 
with Mr. Millsaps. This accomplishment 
I’ve made and many others prove how, 
despite the stress, goals can be reached.
     I still cannot wrap my head around 
the fact I will never have to wake up 
at six A.M. every weekday, chugging 
my coffee down as I drive two minutes 
to the school. Waking up and making 
myself presentable was hard work when 
you’re half asleep. 
    So how did I do it? Maybe it was be-
cause of all the coffee I drowned myself 

in. I knew that soon I would not have 
to worry about wearing the appropriate 
shorts length or texting in secret during 
class. 
    With graduation coming soon, I 
think about these four years dedicat-
ed to blood, sweat, and tears that go 
along with schoolwork and the stressful 
deadlines needed to be met. I have had 
to choose between fun and work and, 
yes, it was hard. But I will say this: I am 
proud to 
be gradu-
ating from 
Lenoir 
City High 
School 
that helped 
shape me 
as a stu-
dent and a 
person.

Tips on surviving college
By: Kristen Sims

Finals, term papers, and wild parties; 
how does one manage all this?  I 

have several ways that someone can 
manage all of these various tasks.  
There are also other issues incoming 
college freshman will face such as 
money issues.
    Finals are huge and an important part 
of college.  There are several things 
you can do to make sure you ace your 
finals.  Personally, I would take two 
to three hours to study each day, and I 
would also use different study tech-
niques- such as flash cards.  
   Classes are considerably more 
difficult in college compared to high 
school. Students in college have a lot 
on their plates from the gigantic work-
load and possibly juggling a job. 
    The way I juggle a heavy class 
load is by balancing work and play.  I 
do this by giving myself an efficient 

amount of time to study, but also giving 
myself some time to relax and do 
things I enjoy, like watching Netflix.  
     Keg stands, loud music, and beer 
pong we all know this can only mean 
one thing: a wild party. Whether you 
decide to party like it’s 1999 or barely 
party at all, there are ways to do this 
without wasting your scholarships.  If 
you happen to party a little too hard the 
night before an exam or a difficult class 
there are a few things you can do.
    Sleep as much as you can, but don’t 
oversleep and miss class. Also, if you 
can nap between classes, do it. If you 
happen to have a hangover or are just 
not feeling well from the night be-
fore, take some Tylenol or other pain 
reliever.  Try to eat breakfast and stay 
hydrated as much as possible to pull 
you through your dreary morning class 
or a massive final. 

 Whether you decide to go to a commu-
nity college or a four-year university, 
college is still insanely expensive.  
To fight your money woes there are 
several things a broke college student 
can do.
    Many colleges offer work-study pro-
grams.  You may also work part time or 
tutor others for money.     
    Whether you spend all of your time 
studying or 
partying like 
there’s no 
tomorrow, 
college is defi-
nitely going to 
be a different 
and interesting 
experience for 
all.

Senior Editorial
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Farewell for now, but not forever
By: Jessica Rickman

High School is not only a place where 
mandatory knowledge is learned 

to continue into our adult lives, but also 
a place where our childish selves are 
thrown the opportunity to grow and 
achieve as much as we are willing to. 
    The four years that we have sat, stood, 
laughed, cried, and learned inside these 
four walls as students, are perhaps the 
four years which we will one day find 
changed our young, childish selves into 
the young men and women we are today.
    As a senior, I will be the first to admit 
that I may have not been the smartest 
freshman, but over my high school 
career, I have obtained at least some 
level of maturity and knowledge that has 
driven me to the point where I can now 
walk across that Lenoir City stage and 
take my diploma into my own hands.
    Although high school has not been all 
rainbows and sunshine, there will be no 
feeling of sadness in my soul when I feel 

that diploma cover under my fingertips, 
knowing I overcame the expectations of 
those who thought I would never make it 
to that point. 
    As I walk out of the Lenoir City doors 
for the very last time on graduation day- 
shaking hands and giving hugs- part of 
me will be upset to depart from the class 
that I have known practically my entire 
life. The determined young woman in-
side of me will waste no time in heading 
for the exciting future that is in store for 
me. 
    Thank you to my friends and family 
who supported me and lifted me up 
when others tore me down, and a special 
thanks to all the teachers who I have had 
the pleasure to get to know in these last 
four years.
    For every student it seems there are 
certain teachers who help them strive 
to be the best they can possibly be. So 
I would like to also thank some of the 

teachers that I felt both supported and 
believed in me: Mr. Camp, Mrs. Renker, 
Mrs. Cochran, and Mrs. Painter. 
    Although Mrs. Painter does not work 
at Lenoir City High anymore, she helped 
me in so many ways and I only wish I 
could express how thankful I am that she 
was there for me in my time of need as a 
supportive teacher and friend.
    Most importantly let me just say, 
congratula-
tions to the 
entire class 
of 2014. 
Farewell 
for now, 
but not for 
forever. 
Be safe, be 
smart, and 
be yourself. 

Oh look, a letter from the editor
By: Chelsea Babin

I would like to just take a moment to 
say a few things before I depart and 

hand over editorship to whoever is 
daring enough to take on this posi-
tion.
     In the event that there are errors in 
the paper, I would like to personally 
apologize- after all, it is a student 
publication. 
    First, congrats seniors! We’ve 
made it! I hope you all go far in life! 
Never give up on your dreams. 
    “If you can dream it, you can 
achieve it,” said by the wonderful 
Walt Disney.      
    I’d like to first thank my lovely 
staff for their hard work through-
out the semester. I know it has been 
rough at times, but you all have really 
done a great job and nothing would 

get done without you all.
    I’d also like to thank YouTube for 
teaching me the basics of InDesign, 
because I had no idea how to do 
anything when I took on being editor. 
I taught myself the basics in a short 
28-minute video- thank goodness for 
the pause and rewind option.
    Thank you to the administration 
for letting us interrupts your classes 
to sell papers or get interviews and 
pictures to create the paper. Thank 
you to Mr. Widby and the Digital 
Communications class for printing 
the paper, especially on short notices. 
Also, thank you to my advisor for 
giving me this grand opportunity and 
experience.
    Best of luck to the editors next 
year, I know you guys will do a fan-

tastic job. 
    My last shout out is to Eric Mc-
Lean for being the Panther Press’s 
fall semester editor. 
   Even though it’s been super crazy 
(partially caused by the lost hours of 
sleep) at times, I’ve thoroughly en-
joyed being the editor of The Panther 
Press. Thank you to all the supporters 
of the paper, I sincerely hope you will 
remain supporters for years to come.
    Thank you and good-bye L’Ceans!
    Your 2014 Spring semester news-
paper editor,
    Chelsea Babin 

Senior Editorial
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Wise words of advice from seniors
By: Casey White
“Enjoy the small things in life.”- Kipper 
Quillen
“Never do it for the Vine, and get a good 
education.” -Cody Johnson 
“Enjoy [high school] while it lasts. I 
know you probably always hear that, but 
seriously [ high school] is almost over for 
me, and I can’t believe it. So grab every 
obstacle that comes your way and grab it 
by the horns. You’ll do fine. I promise.” 
-Jacob Cox
“‘Remember the reason we fall is to learn 
to get back up.’  Thomas Wayne.” -Quoted 
by Marvin White 
“Live and let learn.” Jonathan Bell
“Make sure you pass all your classes 
and stay awake [during] class.” -Austin 
Hurst 
“Figure out who your real friends are. 
That takes experience and time…by senior 
year you’ll know who’s there for you.” 
-Symarah Watson 
“Pay attention.” -Clark Barnard   

“Have fun and enjoy high school, it will 
fly by! Start college searches and scholar-
ships early.” -Angel Varner
“Don’t get too overwhelmed by everything 
and just take one step at a time. Surround 
yourself with friends that will be there 
for you when you need them the most.” 
-Rachael Henson
“Please never put your happiness into just 
one person. Make yourself happy.” -Ava 
Brown 
“Don’t get senioritis on the first day of 
school and don’t take five million senior 
skip days.” -Libby Hardy
“When someone says it’s senior skip day, 
don’t believe them because it’s probably 
not.” -Brandy Frizzell
“Learn discernment quickly, be quick to 
forgive, and slow to anger. Be honest in 
everything you do, it will gain you a lot of 
respect and trust.” -Chance Freels
“Senior advice? Don’t take everything so 
seriously. Everything turns out to be okay, 

live life for the moment. Take advantage of 
everything you can because when you’re 
older, you’d rather say “that was stupd, 
but fun,” rather than “I should’ve done 
that.” -Brian Hart
“Be on good terms with a few teachers 
because you’re going to need them later 
on when you’re applying for a job or col-
lege.” -Allie Chapman
“Take the ACT as many times as you pos-
sibly can before senior year, they suck, but 
it really helps to take it as many times as 
you can.” -Chelsea Babin
“Don’t believe people, college isn’t afford-
able.” -Daniel Ford
“Never do a whole job when only half a 
job will do. Also, stop drinking haterade.” 
-Erin Kopinski 
“People will annoy you. Get used to it.” 
-Rebecca Jones
“Don’t approach any strange cats.” 
-Jessica Rickman
**Not all advice should be taken seriously**

Senior
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We bid thee our farewells
By: Erin Kopinski

Billy James Shanton

Birth: October 3, 1995
Death: August 13, 2012

“Words have no power to 
impress the mind without 
the exquisite horror of their 
reality.” (Edgar Allan Poe)
-Cameron Platt

Journalism Staff
Advisor- Ms. Crystal Webster
Yearbook Editor- Daniel Ford
Newspaper Editor- Chelsea Babin
Co-Business Manager/Video Production- Rebecca Jones
Business Manager- Anthony Funes Lopez
Video Production- Kristen Sims
Amazink Editor/Operations Manager- Erin Kopinski
Amazink Editor- Holly Thompson
Tech Control- Gavin Ramsey
Comic Relief-Jessica Rickman
Apprentice- Bass Neel
Apprentice- Maddie Brookshire
Apprentice- Casey White

Photo taken from the R.I.P. Billy Shanton Facebook page

LC Panther Press would like to take a moment 
and remember a dear friend who was a part of 

the 2014 graduating Class.

Journalism has been through a lot this 
year. We’ve been through the fiasco that 
was and will always be club picture day, 
and I apologize if I scared you.  We’ve 
been through regular picture day, year-
book delivery day, and we’ve even left 
our beloved principal, Mr. Millsaps, out 
of the entire yearbook (Which, again, we 
sincerely apologize for, but at least we 
got you in the newspaper).
     I guess you can say the 2014 Journal-
ism staff was kind of a mess this year, 
but personally I’d say we were a beauti-
ful mess. A work of art, if you will, and 
somehow, we created a yearbook that 
people actually seem to like.
     At least, we hope you like it. If you 
don’t, just pretend you do because we 
put a lot of hard work into it, such as 
chasing you individuals down for weeks 
to get that one quote, for that one cap-
tion, in that One. Darned. Photo.
     The only way we made it out alive 
was by working hard, but playing even 
harder.  With every difficult task we 
were given (and there were quite a few), we 
made up for it by having unnecessary amounts 
of fun.
     We ran through the halls being Troy Bolton 
and Gabriella Montez [High School Musical] 
singing Breaking Free, and we raced through 
the hallways on computer chairs. We discov-
ered “Rap-Cat” while having uncomfortable 

conversations that will forever stay locked 
inside the vault that is room 217’s back-closet, 
and we did it for LCHS’s student body.
     I guess what we’re trying to say is thank 
you, because if the school didn’t need a 
yearbook, they wouldn’t need a yearbook 
staff. That means the dysfunctional, close-knit 
family we’ve grown to become would never 

exist and I would never have gotten to know 
(sometimes too much) 12 strangers who have 
become some of my best friends.
     Oh, and we’d also like to say you’re 
welcome, because we did make you a pretty 
kick-butt yearbook.
     So thank you, you’re welcome, and good-
bye.


